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Journey Through North Africa: Algeria

May 24-June 7 & September 27-October 11, 2022

(Follows our Tunisia Tour)

F )

*.-*m“‘g‘?“

=)

Sl
kY
R

r“ 3
5

© s

&
. -*G;-a

.,7\ l =

Algeria is a vast country of breathtaking scenery, well-preserved Roman ruins, pre-historic cave

paintings and a strong Berber culture. Your journey will take you from the sweeping shoreline to the
majestic mountains, through the huge wilderness of the Sahara desert into the palm-fringed oases.

Some of the highlights include the Roman ruins of Timgad, the former Roman port of Caesarea, the
oases town of Bou Saada and the Kasbah of Algiers. This fascinating tour offers the adventurous
traveler an alluring blend of art, history, culture and scenery, including the marvelous city of

Constantine, the city of gorges and bridges.



May 24/Sep 27 Day 1: Arrival Algiers
Upon arrival meet and transfer to your hotel for check in, dinner on your own.

May 25/Sep 28 Day 2: Algiers (B,L)
After breakfast, start your full day tour in the capital citAdgiers.

We visit Place des Martyrs, the 17th century El Djedid MosqueRthee of Emir Abdelkader
(panoramic square with statue of the founder of the Algerian nation); tidoeish Grande Poste,
andthe Bardo Museum (housed in Mooriststyle villa) containing some of the masterpiece mosaics
found in various archaeologicates of Algeria.

In the afternoon, stroll the UNESCO World Heritage sitéhefCasbah, which is the old walled city,

a masterpiece of architecture, the Casbah remains one of the worldOs most mythical labyrinths. [tOs
huddled houses tumbling down the {siltle before seemingly spilling over into the sea. We will have
lunch in one of its private homes.

We alsovisit the Citadel at the top of the Casbah which has just opened to tourists after 10 years of
restoration work. Built in the 16th century by therlBerousse brothers to house Badace of the Dey

aka Dey Hussein Palace; it contasnmosque, the baths, gardelbhsvas once the second largest

palace in the Ottoman Empire, next to Topkapi Palace in Istanbul. The palace architecture is a fusion
of seweral architectural styles namely Moorish, Ottoman, Persian and Eurdpisan.this Citadel,

seat of political powetthat"the fanincident occurredin 1827 when the Dey was in audience with

the Consul of the King of France, Pierre Deval. France dAdgeria a large sum of money for wheat

they bought. During this meeting, when France refused to pay itsO debt, Hussein Dey became agitated
and while waving his feather fan (fly swatter), hit the Consul of the King of France in the face. An
apology was demmaded and the Dey refused. This incident beganFrenclcampaign of occupation.

Three years later, a French expeditionary force led by General de Bourmont landed at Sidi Fredj (west
of Algiers on the road to Tipasa). On July 5, 1830 Hussein capitulalgeri®became officially

annexed to France on July 22, 1834.

Return to your hotel for dinnemn your ownand overnight.

May 26/Sep 29 Day 3: Algiers — Djemila — Constantine (B,L)

We depart at 7:30 adriving approx. 3 hours to SZtifne of the mosmportant cities of eastern
Algeria and capital of the highlands. Here we \tisét archaeological museum which contains superb
archeological collections. Walk around the fountain "Ain El Fouara" with its very popular statue
among the SZtifiens.

After lunch wehead toDjemila, (1 hr drive),one of North AfricaOs most monumental sites. The
wheelrutted streets of ancient Cuicul, founded by Emperor Nerva Trajan ifi' tenfury to house

his veterans, are lined with colonnades and a clutch of elaboragedhd@®yzantine churches and

ancient temples. Equally impressive is DjemilaOs stunning museum, where every square inch of the
immense walls is plastered with mosaics.

Continue to Constantine (1.5 hr). Tranmgfe hotel.

May 27/Sep 30 Day 4 Constantine -Tiddis Annaba — Constantine (B,L)

This morning we drivél5 minB0 km toTiddis, a rarelyvisited, Roman town, clinging in terraces to
the side of an ochre mountain. It is one of Algeria's most beautiful ancient sites, in spite of its
miniature size, boasting alie trappings of a Roman town: paved streetengple of Mithras, a
wonderful arch, cisterns and a minute forum.

Continue2 hr 15 minto Annaba. WeOlIl have lunch and then visit the ruins ddhean city of
Hippone, the museum and ttRasilica of Saint Augustine.



On the wayback to Constantine, we stopthé thermal spa of Hammam Meskoutine very popular and
famous for its aesthetic aspect and the virtues of its ten sources aD®5qn to have a soak: approx.
$5-7, pay directly After this stop, approX0 minutes to Constantinerdnsfer to hotel for overnight.

May 28/Oct 1 Day 5: Constantine (B,L)
Enjoy a full day tour of Constantine. It is called the "City of Bridges," a dramatic city of precipitous
cliffs and deep gorges and the lofty setting for onalgéria’'s mosiabyrinthine Casbahs.

Visit the cityOs excellent museum (noted in particular for its Roman mosaics and Punic artefacts), the
delightful Palace and Gardens of Ahmed Bey, the Ottoman ruler, then tiMonument of Sidi
M'Cid (WW | Memorial), the Mosque of Emir Abdelkader, as well as th®pera House.

In the late afternoon we visit several of the 8 bridges including Sidi Rached, the limestone bridge; Bab
el Kantra the oldest bridge; Sidi Mcid with a pedestrian walkway and Saleh Bey, the negest b

(which you will see from our hotel window). We also drive up to Arch de Triumph Monument that
towers above Sidi Mcid.

Return to your hotel for overnight.

May 29/Oct 2 Day 6: Constantine — Médracen —Timgad (B,L)
In the morningwe will visit shopsof copper criismen (brassware being the local specialty).

Af'Eer this, we dive 30 km for a stop at gl Khroub, the mausoleum of Massiniss (more recent than
MZzdracen); then continabout an hourOs driieethe late 3 century royal tomb oMédracen, the
largest preRoman monument in the Maghrebhtiuses the reains of the Numidian royalties.

For lunch, we enjoBBQ skewes (beef, mutton, chicken, turkey with salads.

After lunch, onwardo Timgad(approx. 40 min drive)yith a stop at the Salt Lakes ©filed Zouai,
wetland and nesting place for migrating birds such as the pink flamingos and see the artisanal salt
works.

On arrival in Timgadtransfer to your Renaissance Howld of the most beautiful properties in
North Africa).

May 30/Oct 3 Day 7: Timgad — Lambaesis — Bou Saada (B,L)
This morning we tour Timgadhe weltpreserved Roman town @imgad (ancient Thamugadi) and
deserving to be called OPompei of AfricaO planned by Emperor Trajan around 100 AD.

WeOll spend the morniegploring the ctonnaded streets, temples, public buildings, villas and fine
museum.

Afterwards, we drive approx. 20 mia the nearby city oL.ambaesis, A Roman garrison town
boasting a Temple of Aesculapius, a fine Capitolium, a set of baths, an Arch of Severus and, th
highlight, the Praetorium of the Third Augustan Legion.

In the afternoopwe drive 3 hr/45 min tBou Saada, Oplace of happiness and the happy cityO, is also
the first Saharan oasis, a region occupied for a long time by the nomadic population dethe Ou

Nails, which raises many herds and is known for its handicrafts. The French painter OorientalistO
Etienne Dinet (1884), seduced by the landscapes and the types of the south lived there and buried in
this city.

May 31/Oct 4 Day 8: Bou Saada (B,L)

This morning, a visit of the famou¥inet’s Museum, once a French artist who established himself in
Bou Saada and is even buried there, you will marvel his original coIIectioﬁhan‘eI@ury paintings,
then visit his tomb.



Continue to the handicraft centgrBou Saada downtown, a very interesting shopping experience.

After lunch, we visit the huge and famous religious complex of El Hamel, near Bou Saada, still a big
center for Sufis, where you can visit the majestic mausoleum of the patriarch Si Abuliiaee visit
the mosque and the medrassa.

Back to your hotel for dinner and overnight.

Jun 1/0ct 5 Day 9: Bou Saada — Laghwat — Ghardaia (B,L)

Today, your travel takes you through the Essaoura ste@pthe city oasis of Laghwéalso spelled
Laghouat), in the Amour Range of the Saharan Atlasr drive) It is an oasis on the north edge of

the Sahara Desert and an important administrative and military center and marketplace and is known
for rug and tapestry weaving.

After lunch, continuél hr 45min to Ghardaia and transfer to your hotel for check in and overnight.

Jun 2 /Oct 6 Day 10: Ghardaia (B,L)

Full day visit of Ghardaia, one of the five Mozabite towns that occupy the MOZab Valley. The
Mozabites are an Islamic sect tihadke from mainseam Islam about 900 years ago. Thesctice
ancient unchanging social mor@etraditional dres$or wo\menis a white haill head to toe wool
wrap covering entiréace with only one eye exposeadfor mer extravagant pleated baggy
trousers called sauval loubia. Their customs asémilar to the Druze in the LevanExplore the town,
the market, the surrounding date palm and irrigation system.

We visit the traditionalillage El Atteuf andortified village of Beni Isguen situated in a lush oasis. It
was built in the 1th century and looks like modernity has passed iafg left it untouched. Explore

its maze of alleys and narrow corridors and small mosques before returning to your hotel in Ghardaia
for and overnight(B,L)

Jun 3 /Oct 7 Day 11: Ghardaia — Oran-Tlemcen (B,L)

Early breakfast and transfer to the airport for ybin35AM flight to Oran, a city located on the
Mediterranean in the west of Algeria and the home of Rai music, Yves Saint Laurent and a strong
Spanish population. Oran is@axed, dynamic and welcoming city.

After arrival, visit the Bey Palace, theth4entury fort of Merinid Sultan Abou Hassan, and some

fine colonial architecture such as the majestic train station, the theatre and the Cathedra of Santa Cruz
16" centuryCitadel and Chapel recently restored, and which housed in 2019 a beatification ceremony
for the Trappist monks of the Tibhirine monastery near Medea south of Algiers

We stop at the plateau of Murdjadjou for a panoramic view over the old port of Odatinesn
proceed approx. 2 hrs/196.6 km, driveéllemcen.

Transfer to your Renaissance Hotsld of the most beautiful properties in North Africa) for check in
and overnight.

Jun 4/Oct 8 Day 12: Tlemcen (B,L)

Tlemcen "the town of cherriesO was onoce oitthe most powerful cities in the Maghreb. A full day
visit to Tlemcen, the Islamic capital of culture in 2011. The tour includes a visit tottineetury
Mosque of Sidi Bel Hassan, the Great Mosque (one of North Africa's most important Islamic
buildings), the 18 century ruins of Mansourah (enormous ancient mosque), and the beautiful
mausoleum of Sidi Boumediene (hZentury Sufi leader)Ve shallvisit the weavers' workshops
(local specialty, including the "Chedda" dress) listed on UNESCO'ggillarand world heritage.



Afternoonwe will visit the museums anagalk into the old city, once home to thousands of Algerian
Jews, now only a handful Jewish families inhabit it. We will learn about the long Judaic heritage of
this educated and enlighteneity. Return to your hotel for overnight.

Jun 5 /Oct 9 Day 13: Tlemcen-Oran-Algiers (B,L)
Morning departure to Oran 2 hr drive, arriving &visit to the Zabana Museum and an early lunch.

Afterwards,transfer to the airport to catch the directlitigo Annaba departing at35pm, arriving
2:50 pm. Upon arrivalye visit the Jardin DOessai botanical garden, then Notre Dame dOAfrique
Cathedral. Transfdo your hotel.

Jun 6/0Oct 10 Day 14: Algiers—Cherchell — Tipaza — Algiers (B,L)

We embark on &ll day excusion outside Algiers. After 1 Hr5 min drive, we stop teisit Tombeau
dela Chr4ienne(Mausoleum of Mauritania), one of North AfricaOs most enigmatic archaeological
survivals.

We continue30 minutedo the Roman town dfherchellandvisit its archaeology museum fi&r our
special unch at a private home, onwaagdprox.20 min driveto the World Heritage site dfipazaon
the Mediterranean coast. There, you will stroll its amphitheat[‘aremury basilica, forum, and
museum before returning to Algiers (1 hr 10 min drive)

Jun 7/0ct 11 Day 15: Depart. Transfer to the airport for your flight back to th&U

PRICE: $4525perpersonpasedn min 4 peopk; SingleRoomSupplenent: $950

Includes:

Accommodations in First Class & Deluxe Hotels with breakfast:

Algiers: El Aurassi 5*http://www.elaurassihotedlgiers.com/

Constantine: Protea 4*(Marriothttps://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cziproteahotel
constantine/

Timgad: Hotel Le Trajan 4http://www.trajanhotel.com/

Bou Saada: Le Caid 4ittps://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel Reviegl074167d9555783Reviews
Le CaidBou Saada M Sila Province.html

Ghardaia: El Djanoub 3tttps://www.facebookom/pages/HotefEl-Djanoub
Ghardaia/245739602161721

Tlemcen: Rnaissance Hotel Buperior roonhttps://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/algbr
renaissancgiemcenhotel

Algerian intercountry flights

Accompanying Pofessional gides (based on availability; subject to change):
FromAlgiersthrough arrival in Ghardai@ays 19): Karim Souiki islicensedin Englishand
worked in the cultural services of Gaantine.He lives in Constantinand has been guiding since
2014

Ghardaigdays 10 & 11)Abdullah Akacem is a specialist in Saharan circuits. He is originally
from BZchar and currently lives in Gharddie has been guiding sin@995.

Algiers, TlemcenOran TipasaCherchell(days2 & 12-14). Abdel Kader Bensalah is an
archaeologist; specialized in restoration of mosdiesstudiedn Greece and has been a licensed
guide since 2005. He lives in Cherchéll Boualem Benamirouche, licensed in Engliah,
interpreterand guide for the US Embas&worked at Palais des Artes (Bastion 23). He has been
guiding since 201He lives in Algiers.

Meals breakfast & lunclas specified
Daily bottled water in the vehicles during drives
Tips to guide, driver, porters, hotel arestaurant staff throughout the tour



Entrance Fees to all sites
Transportation by air conditioned motor coach
Local Taxes

Does Not Include:

International airfare or flights between countries if joining our Tunisia tour.

Visa fee (approx. $160, apply auvance)

Meals not listed and beverages even when meals are included

Transfers if not arriving/departing on tour dates

Trip Cancellation/Travel Insurance

Items of personal nature such as laundry, phone calls, excess baggage, internet
Trip surcharge to opate below the required minimum participants

NOTES: Air Franceand Turkish Air are the beatrline for services to Algeria.

The itinerarysequencés subject to change depending on the schedule of internal flights within
Algeria (can only be firmed up 2anths before departure).

Do not bring binoculars, they are not permitted at this time.
Visa: Apply about 2 months before the trip and your passport must not include Israeli stamps.

Trip Grade: II Active - Some slightly demanding walks at or to sites, &ewations, comfortable but

busy stiedule The two longest drive days are 5 hours and 4 hdhisis total drive time not counting

the time we spend seeing sites along the. vxdgw times you may be delayed by the security

personnel at check points which can delay our planned schedule and this necessitates a tolerant and
patient attitude.

Lodging Level: Lodges and hotels with additional amenities, refined service and comfort level
acceptable to western standar(B or 4 stars) and some angury (4 or 5 stars).



