READING GUIDE

Balkans
Here is a brief selection of favorite, new and hard-to-find books, prepared for your journey.
Rebecca West, Christopher Hitchens (Introduction)
Black Lamb and Grey Falcon: A Journey
Through Yugoslavia

Essential Reading Package

Mark Mazower
The Balkans, A Short History
BLK28 | 2002 | 188 pages | PAPER
With eloquence and clarity, Mazower addresses
issues of geography, nationalism and nation in
this indispensable survey.
$16.00
Robert D. Kaplan
Balkan Ghosts, A Journey through History
BLK02 | 2005 | 307 pages | PAPER
Kaplan interweaves history, art and culture with his
travels through Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Romania and
Greece in this regional portrait. Named one of the
best of 1993 by the New York Times.
$20.00
Ivo Andric, Lovette F. Edwards (Translator)
The Bridge on the Drina
BLK59 | 1977 | 318 pages | PAPER
These linked stories by the Nobel Prize-winning
author capture the history and complexity of Christian
and Muslim relations during Ottoman occupation.
Hewn of stone, the bridge dividing the town of
Visegrad was Andric's inspiration.
$15.00
Michelin Travel Publications
Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia Herzegovina,
Yugoslavia, Macedonia Map
BLK107 | 2012 | 1 pages | MAP
A handy, folded regional travel map (at a scale
of 1:1,000,0000), covering former Yugoslavia.
$12.95
Buy Package

Also Recommended

BLK04 | 2007 | 1181 pages | PAPER
First published in 1941, this monumental work explores
the complex history of Yugoslavia, its heroes, politics and
culture. It's a big, challenging book -- some call it the best
ever written on the Balkans.

$28.00
Roger Crowley
City of Fortune, How Venice Ruled the Seas
MED185 | 2013 | 400 pages | PAPER
Crowley spins tales of three centuries of plunder and
plague, imperial conquest and piracy in this riveting
new history, chronicling the transformation of a tiny
city of lagoon dwellers into the richest place on earth.
$18.00
Dennis Hupchick
Palgrave Concise Historical Atlas of the Balkans
BLK41 | 2001 | 128 pages | PAPER
The changing borders and complex history of the
Balkans are clearly and concisely shown through
50 double-page maps and accompanying essays,
organized chronologically.
$32.99
Andrew Wachtel
The Balkans in World History
BLK142 | 2008 | 176 pages | PAPER
A professor at Northwestern University, Wachtel
focuses on the traditions and contributions of
overlapping cultures in this lively short history.
$19.95
Dennis Hupchick
The Balkans, From Constantinople to Communism
BLK37 | 2004 | 468 pages | PAPER
Hupchick looks at European, Orthodox Christian and
Muslim influences in the Balkans from early
kingdoms through the 1990s in this important survey.
$59.99

Eyewitness Guides
DK Eyewitness Top Ten Dubrovnik & Dalmatian
Coast

Misha Glenny
The Balkans: Nationalism, War, and the Great
Powers, 1804-2011

BLK83 | 2017 | 128 pages | PAPER
This slim guide, geared for visitors on a short
stay, features color photographs and maps.
$14.00

BLK32 | 2012 | 752 pages | PAPER
Longtime central European correspondent for the
BBC based in Vienna, Glenny (The Fall of Yugoslavia)
poignantly challenges the role of the Great Powers in
this survey, newly revised and updated to cover
developments in the region through 2011.

DK Publishing
DK Eyewitness Travel Guide Serbia
BLK221 | 2016 | 176 pages | PAPER
A compact, visual travel guide to the country featuring
hundreds of photographs and drawings, an excellent
overview of the culture and history of Serbia and
good information about where to go and what to do.
$20.00

$26.00
V.P. Gagnon
The Myth of Ethnic War, Serbia and Croatia in
the 1990s
BLK184 | 2006 | 217 pages | PAPER
A professor of politics at Ithaca College and
contributor to Foreign Affairs, Gagnon argues that
political and economic elites encouraged violent
ethnic conflict in order to retain power in this scholarly,
revisionist history.
$23.95
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Richard Holbrooke
To End a War
BLK186 | 1999 | 464 pages | PAPER
Holbrooke describes U.S. efforts to bring peace to the
Balkans in this riveting tale of high-stakes diplomacy
in Belgrade, Sarajevo, Zagreb, Paris, Athens, and
Ankara.
Laura Silber, Allan Little Yugoslavia,

Starling Lawrence
Montenegro, A Novel
BLK08 | 2006 | 350 pages | PAPER
Steeped in atmosphere, this compelling tale of intrigue
set in turn-of-the-century Montenegro evokes the
tangled politics of the region -- Muslim, Turkish and
British. Lawrence follows the adventures of reluctant
British spy Harwell Auberon from the Adriatic to
mountain villages, capturing the essences of the
people and the land.

Death of a Nation BLK03 | 1997 |

$15.99

$20.00

403 pages | PAPER

Called "one of the finest volumes to come out of the
war" by the New York Times, this book combines
eyewitness reports, political commentary and
documentary photographs to elucidate the origins
and aftermath of the breakup of Yugoslavia.
$17.00
Slavenka Drakulic
How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed
BLK38 | 1993 | 227 pages | PAPER
These short essays capture the absurdity, struggle
and day-to-day reality of being a woman in
Yugoslavia under communism. Drakulic is an awardwinning Croatian journalist and novelist.
$15.99
Surya Green
Once upon a Yugoslavia, When the American
Way Met Tito's Third Way
BLK210 | 2015 | 256 pages | PAPER
Set against the backdrop of Tito's Yugoslavia, this
first-person narrative was penned by an American
woman who spent 1968 working at a film studio in
Zagreb. Green reflects on the former nation-state, its
everyday people, American versus communist
values and the contemporary phenomenon of "Yugonostalgia."
$17.95
Ivo Andric
Bosnian Chronicle
BLK201 | 2015 | 444 pages | PAPER
The first novel in Ivo Andric's Bosnian trilogy. The
masterwork is set in the author's home town, Travnik,
in the era of the Napoleonic Wars. In the struggle for
supremacy, the region stubbornly refuses to submit to
any outsider.
$16.95
Sara Novic
Girl at War
BLK209 | 2016 | 368 pages | HARD COVER
Set in Zagreb, this coming-of-age novel is about a
young Croatian girl whose childhood is shaped by
displacement and war. Returning to Croatia as an
adult, Ana seeks closure with her country’s
difficult history and her interrupted childhood.
$16.00

