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May	3/Oct	11	Day	1:		Arrival	in	Amman,	Jordan	
Upon	arrival,	you	are	met	and	transferred	to	your	hotel.	Spend	the	rest	of	the	day	at	leisure.		
Overnight:	Hotel	La	Locanda		
	
	
May	4/Oct	12	Day	2:		Amman	
	
This	day	is	dedicated	to	experiencing	the	spirit	of	the	Jordanian	culture	and	life.		Our	tour	of	the	capital	of	
the	Hashemite	Kingdom	will	take	us	to	the	museums,	the	Citadel,	the	amphitheater,	the	souks	(markets)	
and	the	modern	part	of	town.		
	
We	start	at	8:30	with	a	drive	to	Rainbow	Street	and	a	walking	tour	that	includes	a	stop	at	the	Royal	
Society	for	Conservation	of	Nature	(Wild	Jordan),	with	a	quick	explanation	on	reserves	throughout	
Jordan.	A	visit	to	the	Wild	Jordan	shop	would	follow	where	hand-made	products	are	displayed	from	silver	
jewelry	to	rugs	to	engraved	Ostrich	Eggs.	
	
Rainbow	 Street	 is	 a	 public	 space	 in	 the	 historic	 area	 of	 Jabal	 Amman,	 near	 the	 center	 of	 downtown	
Amman.	 The	 street	 contains	 several	 landmarks	 including	 the	 Embassy	 of	 Saudi	 Arabia	 and	 the	 British	
Council	building,	as	well	as	the	headquarters	of	the	Jordan	Petroleum	Refinery	Company	and	Jordan	River	



Foundation.	 It	 is	also	home	to	sites	of	 Jordan's	history,	such	as	the	al-Mufti	House,	 the	residence	of	King	
Talal	and	 the	home	of	 former	military	commander	and	Prime	Minister	Zaid	 ibn	Shaker.	During	summer	
and	on	Fridays,	we	will	also	have	the	chance	to	visit	famous	Souq	Jara	with	unique	merchandise.			
	
From	here	we	drive	through	the	Modern	parts	of	Amman	to	see	the	wealthy	areas	then	continue	about	20	
minutes	outside	the	city	to	visit	the	Iraq	El-Amir	Women	cooperative	society	where	we	will	see	local	
women	work	with	ceramics,	rugs,	recycled	papers.	
	
Next,	we	head	downtown,	passing	the	Al	Husseini	Mosque--the	oldest	minaret	in	town	(we	can	peak	in	
the	open,	but	non-Muslims	not	allowed	to	enter).		
	
The	mosque	is	the	apex	of	the	downtown	local	market	area,	“Old	Amman,”	with	interesting	narrow	
winding	streets,	street	vendors	and	souqs	of	everyday	items,	but	if	you	like	to	buy	shawls,	head	scarves	or	
traditional	Arabic	clothing-it	is	fun	to	shop	here.	There	are	also	many	fresh	juice	stalls,	which	are	
clean/safe	and	coffee	houses.		Since	our	group	size	is	small,	we	can	elect	spontaneously	to	stop	for	a	
refreshment	if	people	would	like	to	(pay	on	your	own);	those	that	want	to	browse	can	continue	to	do	so	
while	others	may	like	to	sit	and	relax	for	a	few	minutes.	
	
Continuing	the	tour	walking	the	downtown	streets	surrounding	the	mosque,	we	pass	through	the	gold	
market	area	and	reach	the	famous	Hashem”	Restaurant.	This	is	a	very	local	place	for	authentic	Arabic	
cuisine	(falafel,	hummus,	pita)	and	is	a	favorite	of	his	Majesty	King	Abdullah	who	eats	here	periodically	
with	his	family.		This	will	be	a	light	meal.	
	
After	enjoying	this	unique	experience,	we	head	to	another	famous	food	place;	the	well-known	“Habiba,”	
where	Knafeh,	a	delicious	dessert	pastry	made	of	warm	cheese	topped	with	shredded	wheat,	will	be	
served.	It	is	a	memorable	taste	definitely	not	to	miss.	
	
After	lunch,	we	drive	to	the	Citadel	first	and	then	the	Roman	Nymphaeum	Fountain,	Roman	
amphitheater,	the	Roman	Temple	of	Hercules.		The	visit	of	the	theatre	also	includes	the	Folklore	
Museum.		(The	Citadel	and	Theater	close	at	7	pm)	
	

Citadel	is	a	national	historic	site	at	the	center	of	downtown	Amman.	
Known	 in	 Arabic	 as	 Jabal	 al-Qal'a)	 ,	 the	 L-shaped	 hill	 is	 one	 of	 the	
seven	jabals	that	originally	made	up	Amman.	Evidence	of	occupation	
since	 the	pottery	Neolithic	period	has	been	 found,	making	 it	among	
the	 world's	 oldest	 continuously	 inhabited	 places.	 The	 Amman	
Citadel’s	 history	 represents	 significant	 civilizations	 that	 stretched	
across	 continents	 and	 prospered	 for	 centuries,	 as	 one	 empire	 gave	
rise	 to	 the	 next.	 It	 also	 symbolizes	 the	 birth	 of	 the	 three	 great	
monotheistic	religions	-	Judaism,	Christianity	and	Islam.	The	Amman	
Citadel	 is	 also	 the	 site	 of	 Jordan	 Archaeological	 Museum	 which	 is	

home	to	a	collection	of	the	artifacts	as	well	as	objects	from	other	Jordanian	historic	sites.	(45	min	visit)	

	
The	Roman	Theatre	was	built	during	the	reign	of	Antonius	Pius	
(138-161	 CE).	 The	 large	 and	 steeply	 raked	 structure	 could	 seat	
about	6,000	people:	built	into	the	hillside,	it	was	oriented	north	to	
keep	 the	 sun	 off	 the	 spectators.	 It	 was	 divided	 into	 three	
horizontal	 sections	 (diazomata).	Side	entrances	 (paradoi)	existed	
at	ground	level,	one	leading	to	the	orchestra	and	the	other	to	the	
stage.	 Rooms	 behind	 these	 entrances	 now	 house	 the	 Jordanian	
Museum	 of	 Popular	 Traditions	 on	 the	 one	 side,	 and	 the	 Amman	
Folklore	Museum	on	the	other	side.	The	highest	section	of	seats	in	
a	 theatre	was	 (and	 still	 is)	 called	 "The	 Gods."	 Although	 far	 from	

the	 stage,	 even	 there	 the	 sightlines	 are	 excellent,	 and	 the	 actors	 could	 be	 clearly	 heard,	 owing	 to	 the	
steepness	of	the	cavea.	(30	min	visit)	
	
Afterwards,	we	drive	about	15	minutes	towards	the	neighborhood	of	our	hotel,	called	Jebel	al-Lweibdeh.	
We	spend	time	enjoying	the	peaceful	ambiance	of	the	leafy	residential	neighborhood,	a	pleasant	contrast	



from	the	chaos	of	downtown.		Here	we	browse	several	art	galleries	all	walking	distance	or	short	drives	
from	one	another.		We	will	visit	Darat	al	Funun	(www.daratalfunun.org)	or	'small	house	of	the	arts'	in	
Jabal	el	Weibdeh,	overlooking	the	heart	of	Amman	(open	10	am-7	pm	daily).	It	is	housed	in	three	adjacent	
villas	from	the	1920s	(and	the	remains	of	a	sixth-century	Byzantine	church	built	over	a	Roman	Temple),	
and	has	a	permanent	collection	as	well	as	changing	exhibitions.	In	the	same	area	there	are	other	small	art	
galleries	including	Makan,	Dar	al-Anda	(www.makanhouse.net)	(open	2	pm-7	pm	Sunday-Thursday),	Dar	
al-Anda	(www.daralanda.com)	open	daily	from	10am-2pm	&	4pm-8pm)	and	the	Jordan	National	Gallery	of	
Fine	Arts	(www.nationalgallery.org)	(open	9	am-7	pm).	
	
From	here	we	drive	about	5	minutes	to	Paris	Square	(in	this	same	quiet	neighborhood)	and	stroll	Kullyah	
al	Sharez	Street	independently	(small	boutiques	and	cafes	here).	A	half	hour	here	will	be	satisfactory;	you	
can	relax	at	a	café	(pay	directly)	or	browse	the	shops	independently.		
	
Overnight:	La	Locanda	(breakfast,	light	lunch)	
	
	
May	5/Oct	13	Day	3:			Umm	Qais,	Ajlun,	Jerash	
	

We’ll	depart	at	730	am	for	our	very	full	day	excursion	today.		

We	start	with	a	two	hour	drive	north	to	Umm	Qais,	a	site	near	
the	ancient	town	of	Gadara,	located	where	the	borders	of	Jordan,	
Israel	and	Syria	meet;	perched	on	a	hilltop	378	m	above	sea	
level,	overlooking	the	sea	of	Tiberias,	the	Golan	Heights	and	
Yarmuk	Gorge.	Our	visit	here	is	one	hour.	

Afterwards,	we	proceed	(1.5	hrs	drive)	to	the	Saracen	castle	at	
Ajloun.	This	12th	Century	castle	was	built	by	Saladin	in	his	

successful	campaign	to	drive	the	Crusaders	from	Jordan	in	1189	and	is	an	outstanding	example	of	
Arab/Islamic	military	architecture.	Our	visit	here	is	one	hour.	

Next,	we	drive	1.5	hours	to	Jerash.	First,	we	enjoy	lunch	at	the	Lebanese	House,	rated	as	#1	restaurant		by	
TripAdvisor	http://www.lebanese-house.com/	

After	lunch,	we	embark	on	a	two	hour	visit	of	the	city,	the	best	preserved	example	of	Roman	civilization.	
Jerash,	part	of	the	Decapolis	(the	ten	big	Roman	cities	of	the	East)	has	been	called	the	Pompeii	of	the	East	
for	its	unique	state	of	preservation.	The	city	features	theaters,	churches,	temples	(Zeus	and	Artemis),	a	
Nymphaeum	and	colonnaded	streets.	(sites	close	at	4:30	pm)	

Return	to	Amman	(one	hour	drive).	We	aim	to	arrive	approx.	7	pm.	The	evening	is	yours	at	leisure.	

If	you	want	to	dine	outside	the	hotel,	we	suggest	a	buffet	dinner	of	typical	Jordanian	dishes	at	Fakhr	al-Din	
Restaurant.	Housed	in	an	elegant	authentic	Jordanian	home,	Fakhr	al-Din	is	considered	one	of	the	leading	
Lebanese	Restaurants	in	Amman,	offering	a	wide	range	menu.	(pay	directly).	Ask	hotel	concierge	to	make	
a	reservation	for	you	and	order	a	taxi.	
	
Overnight:	La	Locanda	(breakfast,	lunch)	
	
May	6/Oct	14	Day	4:		Mount	Nebo,	Madaba,	Wadi	Mujib,	Dead	Sea	
	

This	morning	we	travel	the	King’s	Highway	to	Madaba.		
	
We	will	stop	first	at	Mount	Nebo	where	Moses	viewed	the	
Promised	Land	and	is	said	to	be	buried.		It	is	approximately	
2680	feet	high	and	offers	a	panorama	of	the	Holy	land.	The	West	
Bank	city	of	Jericho	is	usually	visible	from	the	summit	as	is	
Jerusalem	on	a	clear	day.		
	
Mount	Nebo	is	the	location	of	a	basilica	church	that	has	one	of	



the	most	magnificent	mosaic	floors	in	the	world.	From	the	platform	in	front	of	the	church,	visitors	have	an	
inspiring,	breath-taking	view	across	the	Jordan	Valley	and	the	Dead	Sea	to	the	rooftops	of	Jerusalem	and	
Bethlehem.	
	
Afterwards,	we	stop	at	the	new	La	Soria	Museum	and	then	a	full	tour	in	Madaba	followed	by	lunch	at	Haret	
Jedoudnah--	one	of	the	oldest	houses	in	Madaba	city	newly	turned	into	a	handicraft	center	and	restaurant	
where	we	enjoy	a	fantastic	and	abundant	traditional	lunch	on	a	patio.	
	
Then	a	short	walk	to	the	Greek	Orthodox	Basilica	(Church)	of	St.	George	that	features	a	vivid	sixth-century	
Byzantine	mosaic	map	showing	Jerusalem	and	other	holy	sites.	The	mosaic	contains	the	earliest	extant	
representation	of	Byzantine	Jerusalem,	labeled	the	"Holy	City."	The	map	provides	important	details	as	to	
its	6th-century	landmarks,	with	the	cardo,	or	central	colonnaded	street	and	the	Holy	Sepulchre	clearly	
visible.	This	map	is	one	key	in	developing	scholarly	knowledge	about	the	physical	layout	of	Jerusalem	after	
its	destruction	and	rebuilding	in	70	AD.	
	
After	lunch,	we	continue	our	journey	to	the	dramatic	canyon	of	Wadi	Mujib.		One	of	Jordan’s	most	
spectacular	natural	wonders,	it’s	been	dubbed	“Jordan’s	Grand	Canyon”.		Enjoy	the	awe-inspiring	views	or	
stretch	your	legs	and	do	a	bit	of	hiking	with	our	guide.	
	
Continue	to	the	Dead	Sea,	stopping	at	the	Dead	Sea	Panorama	Complex/Museum	en-route.		The	
museum	is	run	by	the	Royal	Society	for	the	Conservation	of	Nature	and	has	some	fascinating	information	
about	the	geology,	ecology,	archaeology,	history	and	industry	of	the	Dead	Sea.	Perched	at	the	edge	of	the	
Zara	mountain	range,	between	Ma’in	hot	springs	and	the	Dead	Sea	basin,	the	Dead	Sea	Panoramic	Complex	
offers	some	of	the	most	spectacular	views	in	the	Kingdom.	From	the	observation	terrace	you	can	absorb	
breathtaking	vistas	over	the	Jordan	Rift	Valley	and	Dead	Sea	basin	and	watch	sunset	over	the	mountains	of	
the	Holy	Land.	There	is	also	a	large	and	fascinating	museum	devoted	to	the	natural	and	cultural	history	of	
the	Dead	Sea,	a	Nature	Shop	and	a	range	of	other	attractions.	
This	evening	at	leisure.	
	
Overnight:		Movenpick	Dead	Sea	Resort	and	Spa	(breakfast,	lunch)	
	
	
May	7/Oct	15	Day	5:	Excursion	to	Bethany	–	the	lowest	place	on	earth!	

	
We	begin	our	day	with	a	visit	to	Bethany	Beyond	the	
Jordan,	where	it	is	believed	Jesus	was	baptized	2000	years	
ago	by	his	cousin	John	the	Baptist.		The	drive	is	just	15	
minutes	from	our	hotel.	Our	visit	will	be	about	two	hours.	
	
	John	the	Baptist's	settlement	at	Bethany	Beyond	the	Jordan,	
has	 long	been	known	 from	 the	Bible	 (John	1:28	and	10:40)	
and	from	the	Byzantine	and	medieval	texts.	The	site	has	now	
been	 identified	on	 the	 east	 bank	of	 the	 Jordan	River,	 in	 the	
Hashemite	 Kingdom	 of	 Jordan,	 and	 is	 being	 systematically	

surveyed,	excavated,	restored,	and	prepared	to	receive	pilgrims	and	visitors.		
	
We’ll	return	to	the	resort	and	you	will	spend	the	rest	of	the	day	at	leisure	to	float	in	the	Sea,	pamper	
yourself	at	the	spa	or	learn	more	about	the	Dead	Sea	by	visiting	the	impressive	Dead	Sea	Museum.	
	
Overnight:		Movenpick	Dead	Sea	Resort	and	Spa	(breakfast)	
	
	
May	8/Oct	16	Day	6:			Dead	Sea	-	Shobak	Castle	-	Petra	
	
Depart	at	9	am	for	the	approx.	3.5	hour	drive	to	Petra.	
On	the	way	to	Petra,	we	stop	for	lunch	and	then	to	tour	the	Shobak	Castle,	perched	dramatically	on	top	of	
the	hill.		We	will	learn	about	the	history	and	walk	through	the	castle’s	secret	passages.			



	
Continue	to	Petra.	We	plan	to	arrive	approx.	4:30	pm.	Upon	arrival,	check	in	to	hotel.		You	have	some	time	
to	refresh	and	dinner	on	your	own	at	hotel	restaurant	or	enjoy	a	special	dinner	experience	inside	a	natural	
cave,	walking	distance	from	the	hotel	(pay	direct).	
	
At	8	pm	we	depart	for	the	marvelous	Petra	by	Night	tour	to	experience	the	site	in	her	candle-lit	aura.	
	(Monday,	Wednesday	and	Thursday	only).	The	visit	begins	at	the	main	entrance	to	Petra	at	8:30	pm	and	
lasts	until	10:30	pm.		Approximately	1,800	candles	have	been	set	up	to	light	your	way	down	the	Siq	and	to	
pick	out	various	points	of	interest.		The	journey	culminates	at	the	Treasury	(it	is	not	permitted	to	travel	
further	into	the	site)	where	the	forecourt	is	strewn	with	candles	and	awash	with	their	beautiful	light.	
	
	
Overnight:			Petra	Marriott	Hotel	(breakfast,	lunch)	
	
	
May	9/Oct	17	Day	7:	Petra	
	
Petra	is	one	of	the	great	archaeological	treasures	in	the	world	and	without	a	doubt,	the	most	important	
attraction	of	Jordan.	Much	of	Petra's	appeal	comes	from	its	awesome,	multicolored	sandstone	high	
mountains.		It	is	a	secluded	site	of	steep	rocky	slopes,	towering	craggy	mountain	tops	and	high	cliffs,	into	
which	most	of	the	celebrated	tombs,	facades,	theatres,	and	stairways	of	this	Nabataean	city	are	carved.		
Nature	and	architecture	concur	into	conferring	a	mythical	aura	to	the	site.	
	
At	8:30	am	we	meet	our	guide	for	a	full	day	tour	of	The	Hidden	Nabatean	city	Petra,	that	still	forms	part	of	
the	domain	of	the	Bedouin,	and	you	will	see	them	with	their	horses	and	camels	as	you	begin	your	
unforgettable	trip	into	this	cultural	landmark.			
	
We	stop	first	at	the	new	Petra	Museum	located	at	the	entrance.	It	contains	interactive	displays	and	exhibits	
nearly	300	artifacts,	from	the	Stone	Age	to	the	Roman	period	–	that	were	found	at	the	site.	
	
After	passing	tombs	outside	the	city,	you	come	to	the	“Siq,”	an	immense	crack	in	the	Nubian	sandstone	
almost	one	half	mile	long.		This	winding	fissure	separates	overhanging	cliffs	that	appear	to	meet	300	feet	
overhead.		Near	the	end	of	the	passage,	the	Siq	makes	one	last	turn	with	great	style,	and	suddenly	the	
astonishing	vision	of	Petra's	most	impressive	monument	Al	Khazneh	(The	Treasury)	appears	in	the	
towering	brightness.	One	of	the	most	elegant	remains	of	antiquity,	Al	Khazneh	is	nearly	140	feet	high	and	
was	carved	from	the	mountain’s	solid	rock	in	the	First	Century	B.C.	Originally	used	as	a	Namataean	king’s	
tomb,	scholars	believe	Al	Khazneh	was	later	used	as	Nabataean	temple.		Film	buffs	will	recognize	it	from	
its	starring	role	in	the	final	scenes	of	the	movie	“Indiana	Jones	and	the	Temple	of	Doom.”	
	
Beyond	el	Khazneh	you	are	surrounded	on	both	sides	by	hundreds	of	Petra's	curved	and	built	structures,	
soaring	temples,	elaborate	royal	tombs,	a	curved	Roman	theater	(seating	3,000),	large	and	small	houses,	
burial	chambers,	banquet	halls,	water	channels	and	reservoirs,	bathes,	monumental	staircases,	cultic	
installations,	markets,	arched	gates	public	buildings	and	paved	streets.	
	
We’ll	have	lunch	at	the	Basin	Restaurant	in	the	heart	of	Petra	surrounded	by	its	glory	and	mountains.	Then	
we	return	by	walking	or	horse	cart	ride	back	to	the	exit.	
	
This	evening,	OPTIONAL/EXTRA	COST:	a	delightful	cooking	lesson	of	classic	Jordanian	cuisine	at	the	
Petra	Kitchen.	This	establishment	offers	a	truly	Jordanian	experience,	right	down	to	the	made	in	Jordan	
furnishings,	tableware	produced	by	the	Jordanian	women	cooperative,	and	the	aprons	and	table	linens	
hand-embroidered	by	the	Jordan	River	Foundation.		Dinner	follows	the	lesson.		
	
Overnight:		Petra	Marriott	Hotel	(breakfast,	lunch)	
	
May	10/Oct	18	Day	8:		Wadi	Rum-Amman	
	
Check	out	after	breakfast	and	we	pack	your	luggage	in	our	vehicle.	We	depart	at	9	am	for	an	exploration	of	
the	magnificent	desert	moonscapes	of	Wadi	Rum,	a	stupendous,	timeless	place	virtually	untouched	by	



humanity	and	its	destructive	forces.	The	weather	and	winds	have	carved	imposing,	striking	eerie	
landscape.		
	
We	will	descend	to	the	breathtaking	pink	Nature	Reserve	of	Rum	and	explore	this	awesome	desert	in	4x4	
jeeps	driven	by	our	Bedouin	guide.	This	3-hour	experience	will	introduce	you	to	the	real	Bedouin	life	in	
Jordan.		
	
The	tour	concludes	at	a	special	spot	where	you	will	admire	the	beauty	of	the	sun	reflecting	off	the	
Sandstone	Mountains	of	the	desert	while	enjoying	lunch	and	served	specially	for	you	in	the	middle	of	
nowhere	sharing	the	meal	with	the	Bedouins	who	call	this	mysterious	place	home.	
	
Transfer	to	Amman	Airport	hotel,	approx.	3	hr	drive.	Arrival	at	approx	6:30	pm.		
Overnight:		Amman	Airport	Hotel	(breakfast,	lunch)	
	
May	11/Oct	19	Depart	
	

Sequence	and	timing	of	each	day	is	subject	to	change.		
The	time	schedule	mentioned	in	the	itinerary	is	meant	as	a	general	framework.	Your	guide	will	confirm	

with	you	at	the	end	of	each	day	the	start	time	for	the	next	morning.	
	
PRICE:	$3275	per	person	based	on	minimum	4	people;	Single	Room	Supplement:	$880	
Extra	night	in	Amman:	$65	per	person	twin	share;	$112	single	room.	
Arrival	transfer	in	Jordan	if	not	on	day	1:	$xx	per	car.	Cooking	class	+	dinner	Petra:	$45	per	person	
	
Includes:	
	
Accommodations	Based	on	availability	or	similar,	with	daily	breakfast	

3	nights	Amman:	La	Locanda	Hotel,	standard	room		http://www.locandahotel.com/	
2	nights	Dead	Sea:	Movenpick	Dead	Sea,	seaview	room	https://www.movenpick.com/en/middle-
east/jordan/dead-sea/resort-dead-sea/overview/	
MAY:	2	nights	Petra:	Marriott	Hotel,	premium	room	https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/mpqmc-
petra-marriott-hotel/overview/	
OCT:	2	nights	Petra:	Movenpick	Resort,	superior	room	https://www.movenpick.com/en/middle-
east/jordan/petra/resort-petra/overview/	
Amman	Airport	hotel	https://sites.google.com/view/amman-airport-hotel-jordan/		
	
Meet	&	Assist	upon	arrival	at	Amman	Int’l	Airport	
Jordanian	Visa	
Transportation	using	A/C	Vehicle	(7	seat	mini-van	for	4-5	people;	12	seat	bus	for	6-10	people)	
Private	professional	English-speaking	guide	throughout	the	program.	
Porters	tips	at	Airport	and	Hotels	
Entrance	fees	to	all	sites	mentioned	in	the	program		
Petra	by	night	entry	ticket		
Short	horse	ride	in	Petra		
Meals	as	included	in	the	program:	6	lunches	
Mineral	water	on	board	(two	500cc	bottles	per	person	per	tour	day)	
Professional	Indemnity	&	Public	Liability	Insurance	coverage		
	
Does	Not	Include:	International	flight,	trip	cancellation/travel	insurance,	tips	to	drivers	or	guides,	
personal	expenses	such	as	laundry,	phone	calls,	any	items	not	mentioned	in	inclusions.	
	
Please,	be	respectful	when	entering	a	holy	place	as	shorts	and	bare	shoulders	are	not	allowed,	especially	
for	women.	Pack	a	skirt	and	a	shawl	in	your	day	bag	to	pull	out	when	you	enter	a	holy	site.	
	
Weather	can	be	checked	on	following	website:		
https://www.wunderground.com/weather-forecast/Jordan.html	
	


