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Mongolia during Naadam Festival 

July 10-25, 2023 

July	10	Day	1	Arrival	Ulaanbaatar	

Arrive	in	Ulaanbaatar,	the	capital	city	of	Mongolia.	Your	guide	will	meet	you	at	the	airport	and	transfer	to	
hotel.		Remainder	of	the	day	is	independent	to	rest.	

	

July	11	Day	2	Ulaanbaatar	Full	Day	Tour:	Naadam	Festival	+	Sites	(B,L)	

Ulaanbaatar	is	the	capital	of	Mongolia.	It’s	in	the	Tuul	River	valley,	bordering	the	Bogd	Khan	Uul	National	
Park.	Originally	a	nomadic	Buddhist	center,	it	became	a	permanent	site	in	the	18th	century.	Soviet	control	
in	the	20th	century	led	to	a	religious	purge.	Soviet-era	buildings,	museums	within	surviving	monasteries,	
and	a	vibrant	conjunction	of	traditional	and	21st-century	lifestyles	typify	the	modern	city.	
	
Depart at 8:00 am to go to Sukhbaatar Square: In July 1921 in the centre of Ulaanbaatar, Damdin 
Sükhbaatar (the ‘hero of the revolution’) declared Mongolia’s final independence from China. A square 
later built on the spot now bears his name and features at its centre a bronze statue of the revolutionary 
astride his horse. In 2013 the city authorities changed the name of the plaza to Chinggis Khaan Sq, but in 
2016 Sükhbaatar's descendants won a court battle to restore the original name. We hope to see the soldiers 
on horseback gathering to start the procession to the stadium. 



	
	
Attend	 Naadam	 Festival	
Mongolian	national	day	is	celebrated	
throughout	 the	 country.	 Naadam	
festival	 is	 opened	 officially	 by	 the	
President	 of	 Mongolia.	 Soldiers	 on	
horseback,	 sometimes	 dressed	 in	
Chinggis	 Khan	 warriors	 regalia,	 will	
get	 the	nine	white	horsetail	banners	
at	 the	 Parliament	 house	where	 they	
are	normally	displayed	and	will	then	
ride	 in	 procession	 through	 the	 city,	
later	to	be	placed	in	the	center	of	the	
National	Stadium,	from	where	we	will	
be	viewing	the	Opening	Ceremony.		
	
	

At	the	stadium,	a	huge	procession	is	held	including	hundreds	of	adults	and	children	dressed	in	costumes	
representing	Mongolia’s	numerous	ethnic	groups.	The	opening	ceremony	features	a	colorful	show	with	folk	
music	and	dance,	parachute	show	and	more.		
	
The	 first	 round	 of	 wrestling	 will	 start	 immediately	 thereafter.	 Usually	 512	 wrestlers	 from	 all	 across	
Mongolia	will	compete	in	the	first	round!	But	sometimes	more	than	1000!	After	that	you	will	see	the	archery	
competitions	where	contestants	can	only	rely	on	his	keen	eye,	firm	hand	and	experience,	take	aim	at	a	target	
of	fist-sized	baskets;	and	ankle	bone	shooting	competition.		
	
In	the	late	afternoon,	visit	the	Bogd	Khaan	Winter	Palace	Museum.	Built	between	1893	and	1903,	this	
palace	is	where	Mongolia’s	eighth	Living	Buddha,	and	last	king,	Jebtzun	Damba	Hutagt	VIII	(often	called	
the	Bogd	Khan),	lived	for	20	years.	For	reasons	that	are	unclear,	the	palace	was	spared	destruction	by	the	
Russians	and	turned	into	a	museum.	The	summer	palace,	on	the	banks	of	Tuul	Gol,	was	completely	
destroyed.	There	are	six	temples	in	the	grounds;	each	now	contains	Buddhist	artworks,	including	
sculptures	and	thangkas.	
	
	Just	before	sunset,	we	drive	atop	Zaisan	Memorial	Hill,	erected	on	the	50th	anniversary	of	the	Communist	
Revolution,	for	a	great	view.	Built	by	the	Russians	to	commemorate	'unknown	soldiers	and	heroes'	from	
various	wars,	the	Zaisan	Memorial	features	stirring	socialist	realism	imagery	with	Soviet	mosaics	and	
reliefs,	including	that	of	Stalin	and	Lenin.	Accessed	via	steep	stairs,	the	monument	sits	atop	the	hill	south	
of	the	city	with	wonderful	views	of	Ulaanbaatar	and	the	surrounding	hills	–	although	these	have	been	
blighted	by	recent	high-rise	commercial	development.	
	
Return	to	your	hotel.	There	are	so	many	wonderful	restaurant	options	within	easy	walk	from	the	hotel,	we	
leave	meals	open	for	you	to	decide	and	pay	direct.		
	
	
July	12	Day	3	Ulaanbaatar	Excursion:	Horse	Racing	(B,L)	
	
This	morning	we	will	travel	to	Khuu	Doloon	Khudag,	the	horse	racing	field.	Mongol	horseracing	is	part	of	a	
living	cultural	heritage,	similar	to	the	equestrian	tradition	that	brought	the	Mongol	armies	to	faraway	places	
during	medieval	times.		
	
	



There	are	seven	categories	of	races	
depending	on	the	age	of	a	horse.	Two	
or	three	hundred	riders	ages	5-12	
compete	in	every	age	category	in	a	
distance	of	15	to	35km.		
	
The	horse	race	is	actually	a	bit	far	
from	the	barriers	set	up	for	visitors,	
so	bring	binoculars!		
	
However,	the	fun	of	attending	is	
really	seeing	the	locals.	We	can	visit	
nomadic	tented	camps	that	have	
sprung	up	behind	the	race	track	and	
experience	a	concentration	of	
nomadic	Mongolia	at	one	site!		
	
	

Herdsmen	have	come	with	their	horses	and	all	provisions	which	include	airag	(koumiss;	fermented	mares	
milk)	for	the	celebrations.		
	
Return	to	the	city	for	lunch.	After	lunch	visit	the	Mongol	Costumes	Centre	which	designs	and	manufactures	
many	of	the	fabulous	dels	(traditional	coats)	that	are	worn	during	the	Naadam	opening	ceremony	and	at	
other	state	events.	You	can	see	the	different	varieties	of	del	and	even	dress	up	in	traditional	Mongolian	
gear	for	a	professional	photo	shoot	(T10,000).	The	highlight	of	the	centre	is	a	small	museum	that	features	
traditional	Mongolian	garments,	as	well	as	ethnographic	artefacts,	old	chess	sets,	jewelry	and	replica	13th-
century	battle	gear.	
	
This	evening	enjoy	a	traditional	cultural	performance	of	the	Tumen	Ekh	Song	&	Dance	Ensemble	at	the	
State	Youth	&	Children’s	Theatre	featuring	traditional	singers,	dancers	and	contortionists.	It’s	a	great	
chance	to	hear	khöömii	(throat	singing)	and	see	some	fabulous	costumes.	Shows	last	just	over	an	hour.	
	
July	13	Day	4	Ulaanbaatar	Full	Day	Tour	(B,L)	
	
Depart at 8:30 am to visit	Ganden Monastery in the western part of the city. We want to arrive just before 
9am when the monks’ ceremony generally	starts.	Most	chapels	are	closed	in	the	afternoon.	
	
Around	the	start	of	the	19th	century	more	than	100	süm	(temples)	and	khiid	(monasteries)	served	a	
population	of	about	50,000	in	Urga	(the	former	name	of	Ulaanbaatar).	Only	a	handful	of	these	
buildings	survived	the	religious	purges	of	1937.	It	wasn’t	until	the	early	1990s	that	the	people	of	
Mongolia	started	to	openly	practice	Buddhism	again.	This	monastery	is	one	of	Mongolia’s	most	
important,	and	also	one	of	its	biggest	tourist	attractions.	The	full	name,	Gandantegchinlen,	translates	
roughly	as	‘the	great	place	of	complete	joy.’  
 
Building	was	started	in	1838	by	the	fourth	Bogd	Gegeen,	but	as	with	most	monasteries	in	Mongolia,	
the	purges	of	1937	fell	heavily	on	Gandan.	When	the	US	Vice	President	Henry	Wallace	asked	to	see	a	
monastery	during	his	visit	to	Mongolia	in	1944,	Prime	Minister	Choibalsan	guiltily	scrambled	to	open	
this	one	to	cover	up	the	fact	that	he	had	recently	laid	waste	to	Mongolia’s	religious	heritage.	Gandan	
remained	a	‘show	monastery’	for	other	foreign	visitors	until	1990	when	full	religious	ceremonies	
recommenced.	Today	more	than	600	monks	belong	to	the	monastery.	
	
As	you	enter	the	main	entrance	from	the	south,	a	path	leads	towards	the	right	to	a	courtyard	
containing	two	temples.	The	northeast	building	is	Ochidara	Temple	(sometimes	called	Gandan	Süm),	
where	the	most	significant	ceremonies	are	held.	As	you	follow	the	kora	(pilgrim)	path	clockwise	
around	this	building,	you	see	a	large	statue	behind	glass	of	Tsongkhapa,	the	founder	of	the	Gelugpa	
sect.	The	two-storey	Didan-Lavran	Temple	in	the	courtyard	was	home	to	the	13th	Dalai	Lama	during	
his	stay	here	in	1904	(when	he	fled	Lhasa	ahead	of	a	British	invasion	of	Tibet).	



	
At	the	end	of	the	main	path	as	you	enter	is	the	magnificent	white	Migjid	Janraisig	Süm,	the	
monastery’s	main	attraction.	Lining	the	walls	of	the	temple	are	hundreds	of	images	of	Ayush,	the	
Buddha	of	Longevity,	which	stare	through	the	gloom	to	the	magnificent	Migjid	Janraisig	statue.	
The	original	statue	was	commissioned	by	the	eighth	Bogd	Khan	in	1911,	in	hopes	that	it	might	
restore	his	eyesight	–	syphilis	had	blinded	him;	however,	it	was	carted	away	by	Russia	in	1937	(it	
was	allegedly	melted	down	to	make	bullets).	The	new	statue	was	dedicated	in	1996	and	built	with	
donations	from	Japan	and	Nepal.	It	is	26m	high	and	made	of	copper	with	a	gilt	gold	covering.	The	
hollow	statue	contains	27	tonnes	of	medicinal	herbs,	334	Sutras,	two	million	bundles	of	mantras,	
plus	an	entire	ger	with	furniture!	
	
To	the	east	of	the	temple	are	four	colleges	of	Buddhist	philosophy,	including	the	yellow	building	
dedicated	to	Kalachakra,	a	wrathful	Buddhist	deity.	To	the	west	of	the	temple	is	the	Öndör	Gegeen	
Zanabazar	Buddhist	University,	which	was	established	in	1970.	It	is	usually	closed	to	foreigners.	
	
You	will	tour	the	temples	and	observe	the	monks	chanting	during	their	captivating	ceremony.	You	
can	take	photos	around	the	monastery	and	in	Migjid	Janraisig	Süm,	but	not	inside	the	other	temples.	
	
Afterwards	visit	a	few	museums	including:	
	
Mongolian	National	Modern	Art	Gallery,	sometimes	called	the	Fine	Art	Gallery,	contains	a	large	and	
impressive	display	of	modern	and	uniquely	Mongolian	paintings	and	sculptures,	with	nomadic	life,	people	
and	landscapes	all	depicted	in	styles	ranging	from	impressionistic	to	nationalistic.	The	Soviet	romantic	
paintings	depicted	in	thangka	style	are	especially	interesting,	but	the	most	famous	work	is	Ochir	
Tsevegjav’s	1958	The	Fight	of	the	Stallions(aka	Horse	Fighting).	The	entrance	is	in	the	courtyard	of	the	
Cultural	Palace.	The	main	gallery	is	on	the	3rd	floor	and	there	are	temporary	exhibits	on	the	2nd	floor.	
	
The	National	Museum	of	Mongolian	History,	which	presents	Mongolian	history	and	culture	from	the	dawn	
of	humans	to	the	present	day.	The	wonderful	National	Museum	sweeps	visitors	from	the	Neolithic	era	
right	to	the	present	day.	It’s	UB's	only	genuine	blockbuster	sight,	offering	an	unparalleled	overview	of	
Mongolian	culture,	ranging	from	stone-age	petroglyphs	and	exquisite	gold	ornamentation	to,	arguably	the	
highlight,	the	full	gamut	of	traditional	ceremonial	costume	–	which	unmistakably	inspired	the	look	of	
characters	from	the	Star	Wars	prequels.	
	
Chinggis	Khaan	Musuem:	exhibits	a	rich	collection	of	archeological	findings	related	to	the	history	of	
Mongolian	ancient	states	dated	back	to	500	years	BC,	including	Great	Mongolian	Empire	ruled	by	Chinggis	
Khaan.	
	
Zanabazar	Museum	of	Fine	Arts:	exhibits	a	fine	collection	of	paintings,	carvings	and	sculptures,	including	
many	by	the	revered	sculptor	and	artist	Zanabazar.	It	also	contains	rare	religious	items.	

State	Opera	&	Ballet	Theatre.	Built	by	the	Russians	in	1932	(look	for	the	Soviet	stars	on	the	columns),	the	
State	Opera	&	Ballet	Theatre	is	the	salmon-pinkish	building	on	the	southeast	corner	of	Sükhbaatar	Sq.	On	
Saturday	and	Sunday	evenings	throughout	the	year,	and	sometimes	also	on	weekend	afternoons	in	the	
summer,	the	theatre	stages	stirring	ballet	and	Mongolian-language	opera.	Mongolian	original	operas	
include	Three	Fateful	Hills	by	famous	playwright	D	Natsagdorj,	and	the	more	recent	Chinggis	Khaan,	by	B	
Sharav.	Other	productions	include	an	exhilarating	(but	long)	rendition	of	Carmen,	plus	plenty	of	Puccini	
and	Tchaikovsky.	A board outside the theatre lists the shows for the current month in English. Advance 
purchase is worthwhile for popular shows because tickets are numbered (pay direct if you wish to go).	
	
National	Library	of	Mongolia.	Mongolia's	neoclassical	National	Library	houses	the	world's	largest	
collection	of	Buddhist	texts,	of	which	a	select	few	are	on	display	within	its	Museum	of	Rare	and	Valuable	
Books.	Here	you	can	see	Unesco-recognized	Buddhist	manuscripts	and	gold-	and	silver-leaf	Sutras	from	
ancient	Tibet,	India	and	Mongolia.	Most	of	the	collection	was	built	from	the	mid-1960s	to	the	1980s,	
several	decades	after	the	Buddhist	purge	destroyed	nearly	every	monastery	in	the	country.	Researchers	
started	collecting	the	Sutras	from	families	that	had	hidden	them	during	the	purge.	A	project	to	catalogue	
them	all	using	a	digital	archive	began	in	1999	with	assistance	from	New	York–based	nonprofit	Asia	Classic	
Input	Project	(ACIP).	Over	one	million	texts	have	so	far	been	identified,	including	verses	by	Nagajuna,	a	



2nd-century	Indian	philosopher,	inscribed	on	birch	bark.	The	statue	outside	is	Rinchen,	a	famed	scholar	
who	spoke	27	languages.	
	
Choijin	Lama	Temple	Museum,	located	in	the	middle	of	downtown	Ulaanbaatar,	was	the	home	of	Luvsan	
Haidav	Choijin	Lama	(‘Choijin’	is	an	honorary	title	given	to	some	monks),	the	state	oracle	and	brother	of	
the	Bogd	Khan.	Construction	of	the	monastery	commenced	in	1904	and	was	completed	four	years	later.	It	
was	closed	in	1938	and	probably	would	have	been	demolished	had	it	not	been	saved	in	1942	to	serve	as	a	
museum	demonstrating	the	‘feudal’	ways	of	the	past.	
	
	
July	14	Day	5	Day	Khustai	National	Park	(B,L,D)	
	
This	morning	we’ll	 drive	 100	 kms	 to	 Khustai	 National	 Park,	 the	 habitat	 of	 resurrected	wild	Mongolian	
horses,	popularly	known	as	Takhi	(Przewalski’s	Horse).	The	park	encompasses	an	area	of	50.620	hectares.		
Explore	the	park	to	see	the	Takhi	horses	in	the	wilderness.	Stay	overnight	in	Ger	camp	“Moltsog”	with	en-
suite	toilet	and	shower.	
	
July	15	Day	6	Travel	to	Kharakhorum	(B,L,D)	
	
We	 depart	 at	 9	 am	 and	 travel	 (280	 km/approx	 5	 hours)	 to	 KharaKhorum,	 the	 ancient	 capital	 of	 the	
Mongolian	 empire.	 We	 visit	 Erdene	 Zuu	 (Hundred	 Treasures)	 Monastery,	 built	 on	 the	 remains	 of	
Kharakhorum	city	in	1586	by	the	order	of	Abtai	Sain	Khan,	descendant	of	Chinggis	Khan.	It	was	the	first	
Buddhist	center	in	Mongolia.	Surrounding	the	monastery	there	is	a	wall	with	108	stupas,	of	which	25	are	on	
each	side	and	2	at	every	corner	of	the	wall.	Each	stupa	was	erected	in	commemoration	of	a	particular	event,	
related	in	the	inscription	on	each	one.	The	three	temples	inside	the	wall	represent	the	three	stages	of	the	
Buddha’s	life:	childhood,	adolescence,	and	adulthood.	Overnight	in	Ger	camp	“Secret	of	Silk	Road”	ger	with	
en-suite	toilet	and	shower.			
	
July	16	Day	7	Travel	to	Taikhar	Rock	(B,D)	
	
We’ll	depart	at	9	am	and	travel	130	kms/approx	2-2.5	hrs	to	Tsetserleg	town,	the	center	of	Arkhangai	
province.	We’ll	stop	for	lunch	at	Fairfield	cafe	(pay	direct	so	you	can	order	what	you	like	from	the	menu).	

After	lunch,	we	visit	Zayan	Gegeenii	Khuree,	a	large	old	Buddhist	monastery,	remarkably	intact,	preserved	
as	a	museum-but	with	an	active	community	of	monks.	The	first	temple	was	opened	in	1586,	expanded	to	5	
temples	in	1679.	At	its	peak	it	may	have	had	200	to	1000	monks,	today	70	monks	are	in	residence.	This	
complex	included	several	groups	of	Tibetan	and	Manchu	style	halls.	Much	of	the	monastery	now	houses	
the	Museum	of	Arkhangai	province.	The	contents	are	magnificent,	housing	many	treasures,	clothes,	games	
and	ceremonial	masks	and	memorabilia.		

Then	we	continue	our	drive	(25	km/30	min)	to	Taikhar	rock,	a	25	meters	high	mysterious	steep-sided	
pinnacle	of	granite.		

We	shall	visit	a	nomad	family	in	the	area	and	taste	traditional	dairy	products	like	aaruul-dried	curds,	
Mongolian	salty	milk	tea-Suutei	tsai,	Mongolian	biscuit-Boortsog	and	other	traditional	foods.	We	may	see	
how	nomads	milk	their	cows	and	mares,	produce	dairy	products	of	cheese,	sour	cream,	dried	curds	and	
distill	traditional	vodka	from	fermented	milk	and	observe	their	unique	lifestyle.	Overnight	in	“Tungalag	
Tamir”	wooden	hut	with	en-suite	toilet	and	shower.	B,D	

July	17	Day	8	Lake	Terkhijin	Tsagaan	(Great	White	Lake)	(B,L,D)	

Depart	at	8:30	am	and	travel	(180	kms/5-6	hrs)	to	Lake	Terkhiin	Tsagaan,	an	astonishingly	beautiful	lake	
with	crystal	clear	fresh	water.			
	
On	the	way,	we	will	see	River	Chuluut,	flowing	through	a	sheer	basalt	canyon	which	extends	100	kilometers	
from	the	mouth	of	the	Teel	River	to	the	Atsat.	
	
Known	in	English	as	the	Great	White	Lake,	this	freshwater	lake	is	certainly	the	highlight	of	Arkhangai,	and	
one	of	the	best	in	a	country	full	of	beautiful	lakes.	The	lake	was	formed	by	lava	flows	from	volcanic	eruptions	



many	millennia	ago	 that	blocked	 the	north	and	south	Terkh	River,	 thus	 forming	 the	dammed	 lake	at	an	
altitude	of	2060	meters	above	sea	level.		It	is	excellent	for	swimming,	though	a	bit	cold	-try	the	late	afternoon,	
after	the	sun	has	warmed	it.	Our	ger	camp	is	right	on	the	lake!	Overnight	in	Ger	camp	“Maikhan	Tolgoi”	(non	
en-suite).	BLD		
	
July	18	Day	9	Khorgo	Volcano	&	Travel	back	to	Tsetserleg	(B,L)	
	
Khorgo	Mountain	is	dead	volcano	which	lies	east	of	the	lake	Terkhiin	Tsagaan.	The	volcanic	crater	of	the	
mountain	is	200	meters	wide	and	100	meters	deep.	The	northern	slope	is	covered	with	Siberian	larch	forest.		
	
This	morning,	if	interested,	depart	at	8	am	with	our	guide	and	trek	(2	hrs/5	miles	one	way)	to	Khorgo	
Volcano.	The	trek	is	thru	the	beautiful	hills	and	lava	covered	area.			

If	you	do	not	want	to	do	the	trek,	depart	at	9:30	am	and	drive	approx	30	minutes	to	the	volcano.		

By	11	am	we’ll	begin	traveling	back	to	Tsetserleg	town	(180	km/	approx	4-5	hrs).	On	the	way	we	will	see	
River	Chuluut,	as	it	rises	in	Egiin	Davaa	of	the	Khangai	Mountain	Range	and	flows	for	415	kilometers	north	
to	join	the	Ider	River,	thus	forming	the	Selenge	River.		

A	picnic	lunch	will	be	provided	today.	We	hope	to	arrive	between	4-5	pm.	The	rest	day	is	free	to	explore	in	
town.	Visit	local	shops	and	a	small	factory	where	you	can	see	local	people	making	felt	goods.	Tsetserleg	is	a	
fun	small	town	and	easy	to	walk	about.	Dinner	at	Fairfield	Café,	(pay	direct)	The	cafe	offers	tasty	healthy	
western	food	and	fantastic	coffee	drinks.		

Overnight	at	Fairfield	Hotel.	This	is	a	hostel-like	accommodation;	the	best	one	in	town.	Western	private	
bathrooms,	clean	rooms;	no	frills.	Dinner	pay	direct.		
	
July	19	Day	10	Travel	to	Khognokhaan	Mountain	Natural	Reserve	(B,L,D)	
	
We’ll	depart	at	8	am	for	the	drive	to	Khognokhaan	Mountain	Natural	Reserve,	a	sacred	mountain	that	was	
venerated	by	the	Orkhon	Turks.	The	area	has	been	protected	since	1997.	It	covers	46,900	hectares	of	
Khognokhaan	Mountain,	made	of	granites	from	the	Paleozoic	age.	Here	you	can	enjoy	the	unique	
combination	of	Mongolian	mountains,	forests	and	Gobi	type	landscapes	all	in	one	location.		

The	total	driving	distance	will	be	230	km/4-5	hrs	on	a	paved	road.	

Lunch	on	arrival.	After	lunch,	we	visit	Erdenekhamba,	a	local	Buddhist	temple	20	km	from	the	ger	camp.	
There	are	4-5	monks	living	here.	

In	the	evening,	we’ll	visit	a	nomad	family	where	you	will	enjoy	seeing	how	skilled	horseman	catch	
untamed	horses	and	train	a	horse	in	the	nomad	way.		

Overnight	in	tourist	Ger	camp	“Khoyor	Zagal”	ger	with	en-suite	toilet	and	shower.		
	
July	20	Day	11	Return	to	Ulaanbaatar	(B,L)	
Driving	distance	is	280kms/5	hrs	by	paved	road.	

We’ll	depart	at	9	am.	A	picnic	lunch	will	be	provided.	On	arrival,	rest	of	day	is	independent.	You	may	like	to	
browse	shops	or	art	galleries,	or	observe	the	activity	around	the	main	square.		

	

The	Gobi	Desert	

July	22	Day	12	Flight	to	South	Gobi	&	Khongor	Sand	Dunes	(B,L,D)	

This	morning	transfer	to	airport	for	a	1.5	hr	flight	to	South	Gobi.		

On	arrival	we	drive	180	km/4-5	hrs	to	Khongor	Sand	Dunes.	Known	as	Singing	sand	dunes,	the	Khongor	
dunes	are	up	to	300ms	high,	15kms	wide,	and	180kms	long.		



This	afternoon	we	will	walk	through	the	golden	sand	dunes.	Optional	camel	ride	available	(pay	direct).	The	
view	is	incredible	from	top	of	the	dunes.		

Overnight	in	Erdene	Ger	Camp	(wooden	hut	with	en-suite	toilet	and	shower),	near	Khongoryn	els	(singing	
sand	dunes).		

 

 

July	23	Day	13	Travel	to	Flaming	Red	Cliffs	and	Yol	Valley	(aka	Yolyn	Am)	(B,L,D)	

Departing	at	8	am,	we	will	drive	180	km	with	wide	open	desert	scenery	towards	Yolyn	Valley	(also	known	
as	Eagle	Valley	&	Lammergeier’s	Gorge),	located	inside	Gobi	Gurvansaikhan	National	Park.	Lammergeier	is	
an	old	word	for	vulture,	hence	the	name	often	translates	as	Valley	of	the	Vultures	or	Valley	of	the	Eagles.	It	
is	a	picturesque	deep	and	slender	gorge	nestled	between	the	beautiful	peaks	of	the	Gurvan	Saikhan	
Mountain	and	shelters	rich	wildlife.		
	
After	about	an	hour,	we	stop	at	Bayanzag,	an	area	of	red	cliffs	(called	the	“flaming	cliffs”),	which	were	
formed	from	erosion	of	sand	and	rock	over	many	thousands	of	years.	It	is	also	the	site	of	several	successful	
excavations	where	dinosaur	eggs	were	found	by	the	expeditions	of	Roy	Chapman	Andrews	in	1922.	Here	
you	will	see	the	saksaul	forest	in	the	Gobi	desert	and	red	flaming	cliffs,	which	formed	by	the	erosion	of	the	
sand	and	rock	over	many	thousands	of	years.	This	is	the	place	where	dinosaurs	lived	70	million	years	ago.	
It	is	internationally	known	for	its	dinosaur	remains	of	complete	skeletons,	eggs	and	hatchlings	of	the	
Cretaceous	Period.		
	
Continuing,	we	transfer	to	a	nearby	Ger	camp	for	lunch.		

Then	we	continue	to	Yol	Valley.	Enjoy	an	exhilarating	walk	through	Eagle	Valley.	The	valley	is	a	about	10kms	
long	and	is	completely	shaded	from	the	sun	in	some	parts	due	to	the	high	cliff	walls.	The	walk	is	easy	(no	
inclines)	and	offers	birding	and	other	wildlife	sightings	as	well	as	partially	melted	ice	fields.	

Afterwards,	visit	small	Gobi	Museum	nearby.		



Overnight	Ger	camp	Gobi	Mirage	with	en-suite	bathroom	with	shower.	
	
July	24	Day	14	Flight	back	to	Ulaanbaatar	(B,D)	
Transfer	45	km	to	Gurvan	Saikhan	local	airport	for	flight	dep	6	am	to	Ulaanbaatar	(sorry	no	other	options).	

Transfer	to	your	hotel.	The	rest	of	the	morning	is	independent	to	rest	and	have	lunch	on	your	own.		

This	afternoon	we	visit	the	Central	Museum	of	Mongolian	Dinosaurs.	Dinosaurs	of	all	shapes,	sizes	and	
appetites	once	roamed	the	Gobi	Desert.	Their	fossilized	bones	and	eggs	were	first	uncovered	by	American	
explorer	Roy	Chapman	Andrews	in	the	1920s.	Today	you	can	come	face-to-skull	with	some	of	the	best	
examples	of	Mongolian	dinosaur	fossils	in	this	museum.	The	centrepiece	of	the	museum	is	the	UV-lit	4m-
tall,	3-tonne,	flesh-eating	Tarbosaurus	bataar	(a	cousin	of	the	Tyrannosaurus	rex)	and	the	smaller	
Saurolophus,	with	its	distinctive	cranial	crest.	The	Tarbosaurus	bataar	made	international	headlines	in	
2012	when	it	sold	for	over	US$1	million	at	an	auction	in	Texas.	The	Mongolian	government	protested	that	
the	fossil	had	been	illegally	smuggled	out	of	Mongolia	and	demanded	its	return.	The	legal	battle	ended	
when	a	US	judge	ruled	in	favor	of	Mongolia.	The	museum	also	includes	Velociraptor	and	Protoceratops	
examples,	and	a	nest	of	Oviraptor	eggs.	It's	housed	inside	the	former	Lenin	Museum,	constructed	in	1974.	
While	there	are	plans	to	expand	it	into	a	world-class	institution,	for	now	it's	still	a	bit	limited	in	
specimens.		
	
Farewell	dinner	at	traditional	Mongolian	Restaurant.	
	
July	25	Day	15	Departure	Transfer	to	airport	for	departure.		

Price:	$4225	per	person	based	on	min	4	people.	Single	room	supplement:	$450/hotels;	$475/gers	
	
Includes:		
	
Accommodations:	
6	nights	in	Ulaanbaatar	at	Bayangol	hotel,	4*	or	similar	https://bayangolhotel.mn	
1	night	in	Fairfield	guest	house,	Tsetserling	http://www.fairfield.mn/	
	
7	nights	in	Ger	camps:	
1	night	in	Moltsog	Ger	camp,	Khustai	National	park	
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070371966134	
1	night	in	Secret	of	Silk	Road	Ger	camp,	Kharakhorum	
https://mongoliansecrethistory.mn/accommodation/secret-of-the-silk-road/	
1	night	in	Tungalag	Tamir	lodge,	Taikhar	Rock	https://tungalagtamir.business.site/	
1	night	in	Khoyor	Zagal	ger	camp,	Khognokhaan	Nature	reserve	
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g293956-d4747807-Reviews-Hoyor_Zagal_Tourist_Camp-
Ulaanbaatar.html	
1night	in	Gobi	Mirage	Ger	camp,	Yol	Valley	in	Gobi	https://mongoliangobitour.com/rooms-2/	
1	night	in	Gobi	Erdene	Ger	camp,	Khongoryn	els	(singing	sand	dunes)	in	Gobi	
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g940744-d8403254-Reviews-Gobi_Erdene_Ger_Camp-
Dalandzadgad_Omnogovi_Province.html	
	
Accompanying	English	speaking	guide	
All	activities	described	in	the	itinerary	
Entrance	fees	to	Protected	Areas	and	sites	mentioned,	Festival	Fee	
Round	trip	flight	tickets	ULN-Gobi-ULN	
All	transfers	by	4WD	Japanese	minivan	in	the	city	and	countryside.		
Meals	as	mentioned	per	day	itinerary.	
Mineral	(bottled)	water,	2	litres	per	day	per	person	
	
Not	Included:	International	air,	travel	insurance,	alcoholic	drinks,	tips	and	gratuities,	laundry	and	items	of	
a	personal	nature.	


