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Ancient Tribes of the Hidden Northeast 

Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and Assam  
 

Hornbill Festival December 2-21, 2023 
	
 

Home to 26 major tribes, Arunachal Pradesh has been closed to foreigners for much of the past 50 years. As a result, the 
lush landscape and native cultures here have remained virtually untouched. The beauty of Assam with its expansive tea 

plantations and freely roaming wildlife as well as unique Assamese culture balances between the ruggedness of Arunachal 
and the tribal groups of mysterious Nagaland. 

 
 

 
 

 
Hornbill Festival is celebrated every year traditionally from December 1-7 but due to the popularity of the festival and 
the increasing number of visitors each year, the Government of Nagaland has extended the festival 3 more days. Though 
any date December 1-10 will offer a good experience in terms of culture, zest and color, we have scheduled our visit to be 
in Kohima when the Hornbill festival is on full swing. 

 
 

     
 
 

	

	

	

	



	
Dec	2	Day	1:	Arrival	in	Kolkata	(Calcutta)	after	12	noon.		Early	arrivals	are	subject	to	additional	cost.		
Met	on	arrival	and	transfer	to	Kenilworth	Hotel.	
	
Dec	3	Day	2:		Kolkata	(Calcutta)	/	Kenilworth	Hotel		(B,L)	
The	name	Calcutta	is	said	to	have	been	derived	from	the	word	Kalighat.	Kolkatta	was	then	subsequently	
anglicized	into	Calcutta.	Today	the	city	has	reverted	to	its	original	name.	
	
After	breakfast,	we	depart	at	9	am	and	begin	with	a	two-hour	walking	tour	called	Heritage	Walk	of	Dalhousie	
Square,	now	a	World	Heritage	Site.	The	walk	takes	place	in	the	morning	so	that	you	can	leisurely	take	in	the	
architecture	and	history	of	the	city's	many	unique	and	spectacular	buildings	without	any	traffic	on	the	roads.	
We	begin	at	The	Flower	Market	on	the	River	Hoogly	-	where	it	really	"all"	began.	The	walk	then	starts	at	the	
site	of	the	terrible	'Black	Hole,'	takes	you	past	the	famous	Writer's	Building,	the	former	HQ	of	the	infamous	
East	India	Company,	around	the	square	to,	among	others,	the	magnificent	Governor's	House	and	the	almost	
forgotten	Charnock	Mausoleum.	The	whole	experience	takes	you	back	to	the	18th	and	19th	century	when	the	
British	ruled	the	entire	subcontinent	from	Calcutta	-	at	that	time	the	most	fashionable	city	in	the	world	after	
London.	
	
After	the	walk,	we	will	go	to	Indian	Coffee	House	on	College	Ave	(a	lively	local	area)	for	a	short	break	and	
from	here	to	Kumartoli	village,	the	home	of	the	kumars	or	potters	who	make	the	life	size	deities	that	are	
worshipped	throughout	the	year	at	festivals	and	pujas.	The	village	is	a	unique	open-air	workshop	where	gods	
and	goddesses	are	molded	by	hand,	traditionally	using	dust	from	the	thresholds	of	nearby	brothels.	Kali,	the	
patron	goddess	of	Calcutta,	is	usually	seen	in	her	bloodthirsty	form,	garlanded	with	skulls.	A	variety	of	
artisans	set	up	along	Chitpur	Road:	makers	of	traditional	perfumes,	embroidered	tunic	sellers,	purveyors	of	
wigs,	a	row	of	musical	instrument	shops	(at	N.	N.	Mondal’s,	Yehudi	Menuhin	got	his	violin	repaired	in	1952)	
and	Chinese	shoemakers.	
	
We	shall	stop	for	lunch	at	the	Restaurant	6	Ballygunge	Place.	
	
After	lunch,	we	visit	Sishu	Bhavan,	one	of	Mother	Theresa's	many	homes	for	the	underprivileged	and	Victoria	
Memorial	another	landmark	in	the	city	that	marks	the	British	reign	in	India.	A	combination	of	Italian	
renaissance	and	Mughal	architecture,	the	white	marble	architecture	was	the	British	attempt	to	replicate	the	
Taj	Mahal	and	is	a	monument	to	Queen	Victoria	and	a	museum	dedicated	to	the	Raj.	
	
Afterwards	we	go	to	Kalighat	temple,	the	main	Kali	temple	(Durga)	in	Calcutta,	for	evening	ceremony.	Kali	
temple	is	located	on	the	banks	of	the	river	Hooghly	(Bhagirathi).	The	temple	in	its	present	form	is	only	about	
200	years	old,	built	in	1809	on	the	site	of	a	much	older	temple,	although	it	has	been	referred	in	Mansar	
Bhasan	in	the	15th	century,	and	in	Kavi	Kankan	Chandi	of	the	17th	century.	
	
Kali	is	regarded	as	one	of	the	principal	deities	of	Bengal.	There	are	other	temples	to	Kali		-Sahasrabhuja	Kali,	
Sarvamangala,	Tarasundari	and	Simhavaahini.	Kali	is	alternately	regarded	as	the	destroyer	or	liberator	and	is	
depicted	in	a	fearful	form.	Despite	the	terrifying	visage,	she	is	considered	to	deliver	bliss	to	worshippers.	The	
Kalighat	temple	is	considered	one	of	the	52	Shakti	Peethams	of	India,	where	the	various	parts	of	Sati's	body	
are	said	to	have	fallen,	in	the	course	of	Shiva's	Rudra	Tandava.	Kalighat	represents	the	site	where	the	toes	of	
the	right	foot	of	Shakti	or	Sati	fell.		The	temple	attracts	thousands	of	devotees	throughout	the	year.	
	
Legend	has	it	that	a	devotee	discovered	a	luminescent	ray	of	light	coming	from	the	Bhagirathi	riverbed,	and	
upon	investigating	its	source	came	upon	a	piece	of	stone	carved	in	the	form	of	a	human	toe.	He	also	found	a	
Syayambhu	Lingam	of	Nakuleshwar	Bhairav	nearby,	and	started	worshipping	Kali	in	the	midst	of	a	thick	
jungle.	This	shrine	grew	to	its	present	form	over	a	period	of	time,	thanks	in	particular	to	the	Sabarna	Roy	
Chowdhury	family	of	Bengal.	This	family	is	also	said	to	have	built	the	Chitreswari	Kali	temple	at	Chitpur.	It	is	
believed	that	there	was	a	pathway	through	the	jungle	between	Chitpur	and	Kalighat,	and	this	pathway	is	said	
to	have	become	the	Chitpur	road	of	Calcutta.	
	
Kalighat	is	also	associated	with	the	worship	offered	to	Kali	by	a	Dasanami	Monk	named	Chowranga	Giri,	and	
the	Chowringee	area	of	Calcutta	is	said	to	have	been	named	after	him.	
	
Return	to	the	hotel.	Dinner	at	hotel	restaurant,	pay	direct.	
	



	
NAGALAND	

	
Dec	4	Day	3:	Kolkata-Dimapur-Kohima	/	Hotel	Vivor	(B,L,D)	
Transfer	to	airport	for	flight	to	Dimapur,	6E	6339	dep	10	am,	arr	11:25.	On	arrival,	drive	to	Kohima	(70	km)	
with	a	stop	for	lunch	en-route.		Check	into	the	hotel.	

Then	visit	the	local	market	and	the	Hornbill	Night	Carnival	(ends	at	8	pm).	

Dinner	at	hotel	restaurant	and	overnight.	

	
Dec	5	Day	4:	Kohima	–		Full	Day	to	Attend	the	Festival.	/	Hotel	Vivor	(B,L,D)	
	
We	drive	to	Kisama	Heritage	Grounds,	the	main	area	where	most	of	the	festival	activities	take	place.		We	will	
observe	the	locals	preparing	for	the	festival;	performers	are	warming	up.		
	
Attend	Hornbill	Festival.	Schedule	of	the	festival	cannot	be	confirmed	at	this	early	stage.	Usually	the	program	
starts	at	10	am.	
	
We	carry	a	packed	lunch	and	have	a	full	day	to	watch	performances,	browse	the	crafts,	wander	and	explore	
for	photography	opportunities	and	chances	for	encounters.	Different	Naga	tribes,	dressed	in	traditional	attire,	
will	be	singing,	dancing	and	participating	in	indigenous	sports.	
	
The	festivals	are	an	organized	event	by	the	government	of	the	state	of	Nagaland.	The	main	arena	is	an	open	
ground	encircled	with	bleacher-like	concrete	seats	for	visitors	and	performers	waiting	to	perform.	There	is	
no	assigned	sitting	area	for	visitors.	Though	organizers	used	to	reserve	some	sitting	areas	for	performing	
troops.	Visitors	are	free	to	move	around	to	take	pictures	without	getting	inside	the	main	arena,	without	
disturbing	performers	and	obstructing	others	view.		
	
You	can	walk	around	the	entire	area	where	16	traditionally	built	pavilions/huts	from	each	tribe	of	Nagaland,	
are	built.	Every	day	representing	troops	from	each	tribe	are	present	at	their	respective	pavilions	wearing	
their	traditional	attire.	One	can	freely	roam	around	that	entire	area	at	their	will	and	mingle	with	people.			
	
We	always	make	sure	to	arrive	at	the	festival	grounds	well	in	advance	to	have	a	good	spot	to	sit,	keeping	our	
back	to	sun!	
	
Dec	6	Day	5:	Kohima	–	Khonoma	–	Kohima-	Attend	the	Festival.	/	Hotel	Vivor	(B,L,D)	

Depart	at	8	am	and	drive	to	Khonoma	village	(20kms/1	hr),	an	Angami	tribal	village.	Khonoma	is	renowned	
for	its	valor	and	courage.	The	Khonoma	gate	tells	the	story	of	British	infiltration	into	Naga	Hills	and	the	
indigenous	men	who	fought	them.	

Return	to	Kohima	by	about	11:30	am	and	spend	the	rest	of	the	day	at	the	festival.	

Dec	7	Day	6:	Kohima	-	Touphema-	Mokokchung	(B,L,D)	/	Hotel	Mestuben	(B,L,D)	
Morning	depart	driving	(42	kms/	1.5	hours)	to	Touphema	village	inhabited	by	Angami	tribe.	
	
Continue	to	Mokokchung	in	north-central	Nagaland	(152	kms/	4	hrs).		En-route	we	stop	to	visit	the	Ungma	
and	Longkhum	villages	inhabited	by	the	Ao	Nagas.		
	
We	will	stop	at	a	local	dhaba	(roadside	restaurant)	in	Wokha	for	lunch.		
	
Dec	8	Day	8	Mokokchung	-	Mon	(270	kms/7	hrs)	/	Tha	Pha	Lodge	or	Paramount	Guest	House	(B,L,D)	
The	drive	this	morning	will	be	on	winding	roads	with	spectacular	landscapes.		This	district	is	inhabited	by	the	
Konyak	Tribe.		
	
En-route	we	visit	Mopinchuket	village,	close	to	Mokochung	and	known	for	crafts	and	woodwork.		
Dinner	and	overnight.	
	



Dec	9	Day	9:	Day	Trip	to	Longwa	Village	/	Tha	Pha	Lodge	or	Paramount	Guest	House	(B,L,D)	
After	an	early	breakfast	we	will	drive	to	Longwa	village	with	packed	lunch.	True	tradition	is	seen	here	where	
people	are	still	not	touched	by	modern	ways.	Meet	village	folk,	see	their	way	of	life.	This	is	one	of	the	big	
Konyak	villages	and	on	the	border	ridge	between	India	and	Myanmar	(Burma).	The	Angh	(king)	of	Longwa	
commands	about	50	villages	from	both	the	sides	of	the	border.		Return	to	Mon.	Dinner	and	overnight.	
	
Dec	10,	Day	9:	Day	Trip	to	Hongphui,	Wangla	and	Chui	villages	/	Tha	Pha	Lodge	or	Paramount	Guest	House	
(B,L,D)		
Today	we	visit	Hongphui	and	Wangla	villages	of	Konyak	Nagas.	These	are	also	villages	that	have	retained	
their	traditional	lifestyle.			Later	time	permitting	visit	Chui	village.	Dinner	and	overnight.	

		
ASSAM	

	
Dec	11	Day	10:	Mon	-	Dibrugarh	(180	km/6	hrs)/	Heritage	Chang	Bungalow	(B,L,D)		
This	morning	we	shall	visit	Mon	village	and	then	drive	on	to	Dibrugarh	in	Assam.		
	
Dibrugarh	is	a	famous	tea	estate.	Our	accommodations	are	inside	one	of	its	lush	tea	gardens.	Time-permitting,	
we	walk	around	inside	a	nearby	tea	garden	and	enjoy	a	tea	tasting.			

The	majority	of	people	here	work	in	the	tea	estates	or	in	the	tea	factories.	Usually	the	women	pick	the	tea.	We	
may	have	an	opportunity	to	interact	with	the	tea	pickers	of	Assam.	Note:	Tea	factories	are	closed	December	
through	March.	Therefore,	tea	factory	tour	is	not	possible.	

ARUNACHAL	PRADESH	
	
Dec	12	Day	11:	Drive	to	Aalo	(160	Km	/	7	hrs)	/	Hotel	Reyi		(B,L,D)		
Today	we	enter	the	state	of	Arunachal	Pradesh	at	Passighat.	We	cross	the	Brahmaputra	River	over	the	
Bogibee	Bridge	and	climb	up	the	lower	Himalayan	Ranges	through	thick	tropical	forest	during	the	last	hours	
of	the	drive.		Approx	30	minutes	before	reaching	Aalo,	it	is	a	dirt	under	and	under	construction.	(Picnic	lunch	
en-route.)	

Dec	13	Day	12:	Aalo			/Hotel	Reyi	or	Blue	Pine	Resort	(B,	packed	L,	D)		
Aalo	is	the	headquarters	of	West	Saing	district	of	Arunachal	Pradesh	located	at	an	altitude	of	300m.		

Today	we	visit	the	Adi	Gallong	villages	and	the	famous	hanging	bridge.	

The	Adis	by	nature	are	democratic	and	have	an	organized	village	council	called	Kebang.	Their	traditional	
dance	called	Ponung	is	famous	all	over	Arunachal	Pradesh.	Adi	villages	are	situated	generally	on	the	spurs	of	
hills.	Polyandy	is	practiced	here	(one	wife	multiple	husbands--usually	a	woman	marries	brothers).	Adi	
women	are	very	good	weavers	and	weave	cloth	with	highly	artistic	designs.	

We	shall	visit	several	tribal	villages	which	all	remain	quite	traditional	as	well	as	the	hanging	bridge.	

Dec	14	Day	13:	Drive	Aalo	–	Gogamukh	(approx.	6	hours)/	Sunsansiri	Eco	Camp	(B,	L,	D)			
Departing	7:30	am,	due	to	road	conditions,	we	exit	Assam	for	the	day	and	re-enter	tomorrow.	During	our	
drive	we	shall	have	opportunities	to	interface	with	the	Galong	ethnic	group	in	a	village	along	the	way.	

Dec	15	Day	14:	Drive	Gogamukh	-	Ziro.	(5018	Ft	/	approx.	5	hrs	drive)	/	Hotel	Ziro	Valley	Resort	(B,L,D)		
A	full	day	drive	to	Ziro	via	the	Kimin	Gate,	the	checkpoint	to	re-enter	Arunachal	Pradesh.		
	
The	Apatanis	are	settled	agriculturists	inhabiting	the	valley	around	Ziro-the	headquarters	of	Lower	Subansiri	
district.	The	Apatani	are	good	cultivators	and	practice	both	wet	and	terrace	cultivation.	They	grow	rice	on	
terraces	on	the	Apatani	Plateau	and	paddy	cum	fish	culture	is	very	popular	among	them.	Unlike	other	tribes	
of	Arunachal	their	economy	is	stable.	
	
The	older	men	tie	their	hair	in	topknots	and	tattoo	their	faces.	Wearing	of	circular	nose	plugs	and	tattooing	of	
faces	is	the	most	characteristic	aspect	of	ornamentation	of	older	Apatani	women.	However,	the	new	
generation	of	Apatani	men	and	women	have	stopped	this	practice	of	hair	knots,	nose	plugs	and	face	tattooing	
since	the	early	1970s.		
	



Dec	16	Day	15:	Ziro	/	Hotel	Ziro	Valley	Resort	(B,L,D)		
Visit	Hong,	the	largest	tribal	village	in	Asia;	Hari,	Dutta	and	Bamin	villages	near	Ziro.	Also	visit	the	Tribal	Arts	
Museum.	In	the	evening	stroll	the	local	market.	
	

ASSAM	
	
Dec	17	Day	16:	Ziro	–	Majuli	(130	km/6	hrs	drive)	/	Enchanting	Majuli	(B,L,D)	

After breakfast, we head to Majuli Island, crossing the Brahmaputra River by ferry (one hour crossing). Majuli is the 
largest inhabited river island in the world and the seat of Vaishnava culture in Assam. The great 15th century 
Assamese reformer and saint, Shankardeva came here and set up Satras (Vaishnavite) monasteries to motivate 
people towards culture and religion.  
 
Dec	18	Day	17:	Majuli	/	Enchanting	Majuli	(B,L,D)	

This	morning	we	visit	Uttar	Kamalabari	Satra	(Vaishnavite	monastery)	where	you	can	interact	with	the	
monks	and	spend	some	time	with	them	to	know	more	about	the	ancient	traditions.	The	resident	monks	shall	
perform	a	traditional	dance	performance	known	as	‘Gayan	Bayan’	accompanied	by	drummers	and	cymbals.	
The	satra	also	maintains	a	museum	which	gives	a	brief	description	about	the	history	of	the	institute.	
	
Later,	proceed	to	visit	a	Satra	known	for	ancient	mask	making	tradition	followed	by	a	visit	to	a	village	where	
most	of	the	families	are	engaged	in	traditional	pottery	making	culture	to	earn	livelihood.	
	
After	lunch,	we	take	a	stroll	in	a	nearby	village	inhabited	by	Mising	tribe	to	experience	the	lifestyle	of	the	
villagers	to	learn	more	about	their	unique	ways	of	life.	The	Mising	tribe	migrated	all	the	way	down	from	the	
hills	of	Arunachal	Pradesh.	They	are	found	settled	on	the	outer	rim	of	this	island	or	near	rivers	and	water	
bodies	in	general.	Very	good	fisherman	and	well	known	for	their	skill	in	navigation	on	the	ever	changing	sand	
banks	of	the	Brahmaputra.	
	
Enjoy	a	cultural	program	followed	by	dinner.	
	
Dec	19	Day	18:	Drive	to	Kaziranga	National	Park	(120	kms	/	3.5	hours)	/	Diphlu	River	Lodge	(B,	L,	D)		

On	arrival,	we’ll	have	lunch	and	some	time	to	enjoy	the	gorgeous	resort	grounds.		The	afternoon	wildlife	
safari	by	jeep	begins	at	230	pm.	

Kaziranga	National	Park,	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaziranga_National_Park,	a	World	Heritage	Site	and	
Tiger	reserve,	covering	about	430	square	km	located	on	the	south	bank	of	the	Brahmaputra	-	is	home	to	more	
than	80%	of	the	world’s	population	of	the	Great	One	Horned	Rhinoceros.	Tigers	are	also	present	in	sizable	
numbers:	with	a	tiger	count	of	86.		

In	addition,	the	park	contains	about	35	major	mammals,	including	a	significant	population	of	Asian	Elephant	
and	Water	Buffalos,	wild	elephant,	a	small	population	of	Hoolock	Gibbon,	Capped	Langur,	Ratel	(badger),	
Bristly	Hare,	Hog	Badger,	otter,	leopard,	wild	boar,	Sambar,	Swamp	Deer,	Hog	Deer,	Muntjac,	and	Gaur.		A	
wide	variety	of	snakes	including	the	rock	python	and	the	monitor	lizard	are	also	found	here.		
	
More	than	400	species	of	birds	both	resident	and	migratory	are	found	here.	Among	the	rich	birdlife	are	the	
rare	Greater	Adjutant	Stork,	Bengal	Florican,	Black-Necked	Stork,	Lesser	Adjutant	Stork,	Crested	Serpent	
Eagle,	Pallas's	Fishing	Eagle,	Gray	Headed	Fishing	Eagle,	Swamp	Partridge,	Grey	Peacock-Pheasant,	Great	Pied	
Hornbill,	Green	Imperial	Pigeon,	Babblers	and	thousands	of	migratory	birds,	seasonally	attracted	to	the	water	
areas	of	the	park	from	as	far	away	as	Siberia.	

The	park	has	a	wide	variety	of	flora	and	avifauna	in	a	unique	habitat	of	mainly	grasslands,	close	tangled	and	
thorny	rattan	cane,	Elephant	grass	and	tall	trees	of	evergreen	forest	and	numerous	water	bodies.		

The	open	vistas	make	it	relatively	easy	to	see	many	species	of	wildlife	in	a	day.	
	
DIPHLU	RIVER	LODGE	
The	grounds	of	the	lodge	have	been	carefully	designed	to	preserve	the	natural	environment.	As	you	enter	



from	the	road	you	pass	through	a	zone	planted	with	trees	and	bamboo,	and	an	open	area	where	tribal	dance	
performances	are	held.	Steps	lead	down	to	railed	bamboo	walkways	over	the	paddy	field	and	other	crops,	
linking	the	cottages	and	Machan	without	disturbing	the	agriculture.	The	eco-friendly	operation	of	the	resort	
includes	re-cycling	grey	water	for	irrigation.	Individual	air-conditioned	cottages	raised	on	stilts	above	the	
ground,	made	of	bamboo	and	thatch.	All	cottages	are	beautifully	designed	to	make	full	use	of	local	materials	
and	artifacts	and	blend	in	with	the	stunning	natural	surroundings.	Each	has	a	seating	area	with	comfortable	
cane	furniture,	a	writing	desk,	mini-bar,	safe,	small	fridge	and	tea	&	coffee	machine	as	well	as	top-quality	beds	
and	mattresses.	The	very	spacious	cottages	have	a	thatched	veranda	with	inviting	chairs	that	overlook	the	
Diphlu	River	and	National	Park.	Bathrooms	are	en-suite	with	roomy	dressing	area	and	wardrobe.	
	
High	above	the	river	is	the	Machan.	(pronounced	ma	chaan,	means	"jungle	platform").	This	has	air-
conditioned	sitting	and	dining	areas	opening	onto	a	large	veranda	with	high	thatch	ceiling	and	bamboo	floor.	
Guests	can	congregate	here	to	swap	the	day's	jungle	stories	over	a	drink	or	a	delicious	meal,	sink	onto	sofas	
with	a	book	from	the	library,	relax	by	the	fireplace	on	chilly	winter	evenings,	enjoy	an	al	fresco	breakfast	on	
the	veranda	after	returning	from	early	morning	safari,	watch	for	birds	or	scan	the	opposite	bank	for	wild	
animals.	
	
Further	along	the	river	bank	a	jetty	enables	guests	to	embark	on	river	trips	in	dugout	canoes,	from	which	they	
can	look	out	for	otters	and	for	buffalo,	deer	or	rhino	grazing	on	the	far	bank.	This	River	Bank	area	is	also	
perfect	spot	to	watch	the	vivid	colors	of	sunset	across	the	river.	
	
Dec	20	Day	19:	Kazaranga-Guwahati	/	Prabhakar	Homestay		(220	kms	/	4-5	hours)	(B)		
Early	morning	elephant	safari.	This	is	a	thrilling	highlight!		The	one-horned	rhinoceros	are	startling.		

After	breakfast	drive	to	Guwahati,	the	largest	city	of	Assam	and	a	main	river	port	city	located	on	the	south	
bank	of	the	Brahmaputra	River.	Excavations	trace	the	origins	to	around	the	4th	century	and	it	was	the	capital	
of	Assam	until	the	10th	century.	There	are	fine	indigenous	textiles	to	be	found	here	in	the	shops.	
	
On	arrival	check	into	the	hotel	and	lunch	(pay	direct).	
	
This	afternoon,	we’ll	visit	Umananda	Temple,	located	beautifully	in	the	riverine	of	Peacock	Island.	We	will	
board	a	country	boat	across	the	River	Brahmaputra	to	reach	this	Shiva	Temple.	(The	temple	remains	open	
from	sunrise	to	sunset).	After	a	refreshing	walk	around	the	temple	premises,	we	will	return	to	the	mainland.			
	
Further,	drive	to	visit	Srimanta	Sankardev	Kalakshetra,	which	houses	a	cultural	museum,	library,	and	various	
conveniences	for	preserving,	demonstrating	and	performing	cultural	items	of	Assam.	Here,	you	will	enjoy	a	
light	and	dance	show	(starts	at	1700	hrs	/	approx).	
	
Dec	21:	Day	20	Guwahati-Calcutta-Depart	(B)	
After	an	early	breakfast,	we	set	off	to	visit	Nabagraha,	an	ancient	center	of	astrological	and	astronomical	
research.	The	temple	is	enshrined	with	nine	Shivalingams,	representing	the	nine	Celestial	bodies	and	a	
Shivaligam	in	the	center	symbolizing	the	Sun.		
	
From	here,	we	will	drive	to	the	top	of	Nilachal	Hill	to	visit	Kamakhya	Temple	-	famous	for	its	religious	and	
archeological	heritage.	The	temple	is	known	to	be	the	most	revered	among	the	tantric	shrines	of	Shakti	
worship.	Animal	sacrifice	is	a	common	practice	here..	Both	the	temples	open	at	sunrise.	
	
Next,	a	brief	visit	to	the	Assam	State	Museum	well-known	for	its	varied	collection	of	antiques	of	the	
prehistoric	times,	archeological	displays	of	the	rich	cultural	heritage	of	the	area	with	many	authentic	
prehistoric	sculptures,	metal,	ivory	paintings,	woodwork	and	costumes.		
	
Transfer	to	the	airport	for	flight	to	Calcutta	AI	710	depart	15.25	/	arrive	16.55	to	Kolkata	or	fly	Mumbai	6E	
6082	depart	16.20	/	arrive	19.40	or	fly	to	Delhi	flight	AI	890	depart	15.55	/	arrive	18.55,	if	that	works	better	
for	your	intl	departure.		

On	arrival	transfer	to	hotel;	late	night	transfer	to	International	airport.	

	
PRICE:	$6153	per	person	based	on	min	4	people;	single	room	supplement	$1464.		
NEW:	2	single	room	supplement	offered	at	50%	discount	on	first	come	basis	if	the	group	size	is	min	6	people.	



	
Plus	airfares	(estimate/exact	TBD	when	booked):	Calcutta-	Dimapur	$115,	Guwahati-Calcutta	$115	or	
Guwahati-Mumbai	$135	or	Guwahati	to	Delhi:	$135.	
	
Extra	night	in	Calcutta:	$TBA	per	person	twin	share,	$TBA	single	room.		
Arrival	transfer	if	not	on	day	1:	$52	per	car.	
	
Includes:	
	
Accommodation	with	breakfast:	
	
Two nights Calcutta at Kenilworth Hotel, executive room  http://www.kenilworthhotels.com/kolkata/ 
Three	nights	Kohima	at	Hotel	Vivor	http://vivor.niathugroup.com/	
One	night	Mokokchung	at	Whispering	Winds	http://www.hotelwhisperingwinds.com/	
Three	nights	Mon	at	Teipha	Cottage		
One	night	Dibrugarh	at	Mancotta	Heritage	Chang	Bungalow	http://www.nivalink.com/hotel/changbungalow	
Two	nights	Aalo	at	Hotel	Reyi	Homestay		https://www.facebook.com/reyihomestay/?ref=br_rs	
One	night	Gogamukh	at	Subansiri	Eco	Camp,	cottages	with	attached	bathrooms,	hot	water	showers	
Two	nights	Ziro	at	Valley	Resort	https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Hotel-Resort/Ziro-Valley-
Resort-163916147574814/		
Two	nights	Majuli	at	Enchanting	Majuli	Resort,	deluxe	room	https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-
g1207703-d17640616-Reviews-Enchanting_Majuli_Resort-Majuli_Jorhat_District_Assam.html	
One	night	Kaziranga	at	Diphlu	River	Lodge	DRL	http://www.diphluriverlodge.com/	
One night Guwahati at Prabhakar	Homestay	is	small	boutique	property	with	spacious	room	&	tastefully	
decorated	rooms,	located	in	the	hills	above	the	busy	town	in	a	residential	area.	
http://prabhakarhomestay.com/	
Rooms	for	wash	and	change	at	airport	hotel	in	Calcutta	or	Bombay	until	departure	

Airport	transfers	on	group	tour	dates;	extra	cost	for	arrival	or	departure	on	different	dates	
Land	transport	in	Calcutta	by	ac	Toyota	Temp	Traveler	(9	seats)	or	mini	bus	20	seats	depend	on	group	size	
in	tribal	region	ac	Toyota	Innova	(6	seats/3	people	per	car).	Vehicle	size	is	always	more	seats	than	passengers	
	
All	meals	except	Calcutta	&	Guwahati	where	it	is	breakfast	only)		
Two	one	litre	bottles	water	per	day	per	person.	
Professional	local	guide	during	sightseeing	in	Calcutta	/	Accompanying	Guide	Dimapur-Guwhati		
Local	guides	for	village	visits	where	necessary	
Monument	entrance	fees,	National	Park	Entry/Activity	Fees,	RAP	Fees	(special	permit	required)		
One	Elephant	and	one	Jeep	Safari	inside	Kaziranga	NP	
India	Gov.	Service	Tax	5%	
	
Does	Not	Include:	international	flight,	visa	fee,	departure	taxes,	camera	fees	in	national	parks	or	at	any	
monuments,	trip	cancellation/travel	insurance,	tips,	personal	expenses	such	as	laundry,	phone	calls,	drinks.	

Our	Guide,	based	on	availability:	Rupakv	Adhikary	has	been	leading	our	tours	to	Nagaland	and	Arunachal	
Pradesh	for	several	years.	He	is	at	home	among	the	tribes,	explaining	their	fascinating	culture	and	introducing	
us	to	locals	in	the	villages.	His	meticulous	planning,	readiness	for	the	unexpected	and	for	the	proverbial	plan	
B,	makes	Rupak	a	sought	after	tour	escort.	He	is	a	delightful	person	and	his	guidance	makes	the	tour	an	
enriching	rewarding	experience.	

NOTES:	

I	want	to	start	by	emphasizing	only	experienced	hardy	travelers	should	join	this	tour.	Though	the	tour	is	
carefully	planned	and	we	have	been	running	it	for	at	least	18	years,	there	will	be	unexpected	occurrences	and	
there	are	unavoidable	long	drives.	Only	those	with	a	flexible,	go-with-the	flow	travel	spirit	should	join.	

Sequence	of	day-to-day	activities	is	subject	to	change.	
The	days	begin	early,	7	am,	and	end	early	4-5	pm.		



The	hotels	in	the	remote	regions	are	best	available.		They	are	basic	and	clean	with	private	bathrooms	and	
western	toilets	and	showers.	Whether	the	water	is	hot	depends	on	the	electricity	which	fluctuates	a	lot.	The	
following	hotels	do	not	have	a	heater	in	the	rooms,	but	do	provide	heavy	blankets:	Mon	&	Mokokchung.		You	
can	request	hot	water	bottles	be	placed	in	your	beds.	Sometimes	the	electric	power	can	go	off	and	then	there	
is	not	hot	water	for	showers.	Please	have	an	accepting	attitude.	Though	accommodations	are	simple,	travelers	
still	enjoy	the	opportunity	for	close	interactions	with	families.	Some	of	the	hotels	improve	a	bit	each	year,	but	
not	dramatically.	If	new	hotels	open,	we	will	upgrade.	

The	road	conditions	are	quite	challenging	and	sometime	the	drives	can	be	longer	than	we	mention.	We	will	
make	stops	along	the	way	to	visit	villages,	but	how	many	stops	will	depend	on	what	time	we	depart	in	the	
morning	and	how	long	we	stay	during	the	stops.	The	amount	of	time	given	for	the	drives	each	day	is	the	direct	
drive	not	counting	the	time	we	stop	for	village	visits	along	the	way.	We	always	aim	to	arrive	before	dark,	
hence	the	early	start.	

Weather:	The	days	will	be	a	pleasant	62-68	degrees;	the	nights	will	be	chilly,	45-55	degrees.	Two	or	three	
nights	there	will	not	be	in	room	heaters,	but	good	heavy	blankets.		Bring	your	long	johns!	

Physical	Fitness	for	walking:	Both	Nagaland	and	Arunachal	Pradesh	being	hilly	areas	in	the	valleys,	the	
villages	are	located	in	uneven	locations	and	a	walk	from	one	house	to	another	may	be	through	slanted	areas;	
which	means	that	you	may	have	to	walk	down	and	up	slightly.	The	tribes	here	live	in	clusters.	We	will	drive	
almost	up	to	the	entrance	gates	of	each	of	them.	There	onwards	people	have	to	walk	about	2	km	through	the	
valleys,	which	are	almost	level.	Although	around	Along	the	village	walks	are	mostly	level	with	just	a	bit	of	up	
and	down.		The	Hill	Miris	live	in	the	mountains	surrounding	these	valleys.		Our	road	either	cuts	through	their	
villages	or	runs	parallel	to	them.	So	you	won't	have	any	challenges	there.	Villages	like	Longkhum	(near	
Mokokchung),	Longwa	(near	Mon)	and	Paya	(near	Aalo),	may	be	more	challenging	as	one	has	to	walk	down	
or	climb	up	a	hill	to	reach	the	village	from	the	vehicle	disembarkation	point	or	vice	versa.	If	the	walk	up	to	a	
village	seems	more	than	you	wish	to	do,	just	hang	out	below	with	the	driver.	There	are	always	great	photo	
opps	everywhere.	

Our	tours	of	NE	India	tribal	cultures	have	focused	on	Arunachal	Pradesh,	truly	a	remote	rugged	purely	
authentic	tribal	cultures	outpost.		However,	over	the	years,	many	prospective	clients	have	requested	
Nagaland.		We	want	our	clients	to	be	aware,	most	of	Nagaland	is	very	US	influenced.		It	was	dominated	by	
missionaries	and	almost	everyone	in	Nagaland	is	a	Christian	convert.	Between	Kohima	and	Mon	houses	have	
tin	roofs	and	teens	wear	US	jeans.	(3	days	of	our	tour),	though	we	do	enjoy	nice	landscapes	and	visit	a	couple	
of	rural	villages	along	the	way,	outside	the	main	towns,	that	are	interesting.	Mon	village,	thus	far,	does	retain	
its	tribal	traditions	because	it	has	been	closed	to	visitors	until	recently.		

However	to	provide	the	most	authentic	traditional	experience,	we	have	coordinated	our	tours	to	coincide	
with	the	two	most	important	festivals	in	Nagaland	to	give	the	most	culturally	rich	program	possible.	Thus,	we	
shall	have	an	opportunity	to	experience	an	authentic	slice	of	their	culture.	You	won’t	find	another	tour	to	this	
region	as	in-depth	and	expertly	operated	as	ours.	

Please	note	that	some	of	the	activities	and/or	sites	mentioned	may	change	due	to	the	season,	time	limit,	weather,	
national	holidays,	river	condition	and	special	events.	We	maintain	the	right	to	alter	the	itinerary	since	tours	are	
made	in	advance	and	unforeseen	circumstances	that	mandate	change	may	arise.	Itinerary	changes	are	made	to	

improve	your	overall	travel	experience.	


