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SUDAN 
The	Nubian	Desert	and	the	Red	Sea	

 

March 15-30, 2024  

 
 

	
A	one	of	a	kind	itinerary	across	desert	landscapes,	the	unknown	petroglyphs	Bir	Nurayet	

and	the	colorful	Red	Sea	reef.	
	 	 	 	

 
 

                                         

 



 
Day / Date 

 
Itinerary 

 
Meal Plan 
(B, L, D) 

  
 

Accommodation 
  

Day 1 March 15 Khartoum	arrival	
Arrival	at	Khartoum	airport.	Meet	and	greet	with	
the	guide	and	transfer	to	the	hotel.	

 
 

 
Grand Holiday Villa 4* 
Colonial Style Hotel on the 

Blue Nile 

 

Day 2 March 16 

 

Khartoum	–		Meroe				
This	 morning	 we	 visit	 the	 Archaeological	
Museum	 that,	 besides	 many	 beautiful	 objects,	
contains	 two	 beautiful	 temples	 rescued	 by	
UNESCO	and	moved	from	the	Lake	Nasser	area,	
when	it	was	flooded	by	the	water.		
	
We	will	 then	 leave	 the	 city	 to	 travel	 North	 into	
the	 Butana	 Region.	 We	 drive	 through	 a	 desert	
area	 characterized	 by	 desert	 and	 granite	 rocky	
hills.	We	 follow	 the	west	 bank	 of	 the	Nile	 on	 a	
new	road	crosses	nice	landscapes.	Then	we	cross	
the	 bridge	 on	 the	 Nile	 in	 Shendi	 and	 continue	
north	on	 the	bust	Atbara	Road	until	we	 reach	a	
level	 ground	 area	 where	 there	 are	 many	 small	
camel	 thorn	 acacia	 trees.	 Then	 all	 of	 a	 sudden,	
we	see	more	 than	40	pyramids,	 located	on	 top	
of	 a	 hill,	 some	 of	 them	 perfectly	 preserved,	
which	belong	to	the	Royal	Necropolis	of	Meroe.		
	
Arrival	at	Meroe	Camp	with	a	beautiful	view	on	
the	 pyramids.	 Accommodation	 in	 comfortable	
and	furnished	tents,	dinner	and	overnight	stay.		

	

 
B. L. D. 
 

 
Meroe Camp 

 

 
http://www.italtoursudan.com/i

t/le-nostre-strutture/meroe-
camp 



 
Day / Date 

 
Itinerary 

 
Meal Plan 
(B, L, D) 

  
 

Accommodation 
  

Day 3: March 17 

 
 
 

Meroe	–	Atbara	–	Eastern	Desert	
Sunrise	at	the	pyramids	and	cultural	visit	of	this	
amazing	site	of	the	Royal	Necropolis.			
	
We	 then	 drive	 north	 to	 the	 town	 of	 Atbara	 to	
buy	 the	 last	 provisions	 before	 heading	 to	 Port	
Sudan.	After	 about	 100	 km	on	 the	 tarred	 road	
we	finally	drive	off	across	the	Nubian	Desert.		
	
Picnic	lunch.	Dinner	&	overnight	in	wild	camp	in	
the	desert.	

 
B. L. D. 
 
 

Wild camp 
 

 

Day 4: March 18 

 

Eastern	Desert	
We	 drive	 towards	 the	 Red	 Sea	 Hills	 which	 run	
parallel	 to	 the	 Red	 Sea.	 Amongst	 wadis	 and	
desert	areas	we	will	meet	some	gold	seekers.	In	
recent	 years	 there	 is	 a	 gold	 rush	 happening	 in	
Sudan	following	the	ancient		gold	reef.		
	
Picnic	lunch.	Dinner	&	overnight	in	wild	camp	in	
the	desert.	

 
B. L. D. 
 

Wild camp 

 

Day 5: March 19 

 

Eastern	Desert	
We	will	meet	nomadic	Beja	people	of	the	
Bisharin	and	Hadendowa	tribes. The	approach	
with	these	nomads	is	very	interesting,	but	very	
delicate,	because	they	are	absolutely	not	used	
to	seeing	foreigners.	The	huts,	round	shaped	
and	made	out	of	acacia	branches,	are	often	at	
the	centre	of	a	circumference	of	stones	that	
delimit	a	sort	of	courtyard.	On	the	East	side,	
some	large	flat	stones	placed	along	the	
circumference	indicate	the	direction	of	Mecca.	
Women	and	girls	wear	long	brightly	colored	
dresses,	gold	earrings	and	gold	bracelets	and	
often	decorate	their	noses	with	round	plaques.	
Men	with	curly,	puffy	hair	wear	vests	over	white	
jallabies.	These	nomads	live	like	1000	years	ago:	
isolated	without	any	contact	with	civilization	
and	consumerism.	Virtually	no	plastic	objects	
are	part	of	their	equipment.		
	
Picnic	lunch.	Dinner	and	overnight	in	wild	camp	
in	the	desert. 
	

B. L. D. 
 

 

Day 6: March 20 

 

Eastern	Desert	
We	continue	the	desert	crossing	through	wild	
wadis	rich	in	acacias.	Picnic	lunch.	Dinner	and	
overnight	in	wild	camp	in	the	desert. 
	

B. L. D. 
 

 



 
Day / Date 

 
Itinerary 

 
Meal Plan 
(B, L, D) 

  
 

Accommodation 
  

Day 7: March 21 

 

Eastern	Desert-	Bir	Nurayet	
In	 some	 valleys	 we	 can	 admire	 a	 site	 with	
prehistoric	rock	carvings.		
	
Picnic	lunch.	Dinner	and	overnight	in	wild	camp	
in	the	desert.	

B. L. D. 
 

 

Day 8: March 22 

 

Bir	Nurayet	Petrogliphs		
We	then	reach	Jebel	Magardi,	an	unusual	shaped	
mountain	 near	 Bir	 (Well)	 Nurayet.	 Only	 a	 few	
years	 ago	 a	 Polish	 archaeological	 mission	
discovered	 a	 large	 number	 of	 rock	 carvings	
mainly	 representing	 cattle,	 evidence	 that	
thousands	 of	 years	 ago	 people	 inhabited	 this	
region.	 Probably	 a	 caravan	 route	 that	 led	 from	
the	red	Sea	to	the	Nile.	This	place	was	certainly	a	
sacred	 place	 as	 there	 are	 also	many	 pre-Islamic	
tombs	 of	 the	 Kerma	 time	 (Middle	 Kingdom	
period).	
	
Picnic	lunch.	Dinner	and	overnight	in	wild	camp	
in	the	desert.	

 
B. L. D. 
 

 
Wild camp 

 

 

Day 9: March 23 

 
 

 

Nubian	Desert	–	Red	Sea	–	board	the	boat	
We	 cross	 a	 few	 valleys	 amongst	 the	 Red	 Sea	
Hills.	Some	peaks	are	as	high	as	2.000	m.		
	
We	 finally	 reach	 the	 Red	 Sea	 near	 the	 small	
village	of	Mohamme	Qol	which	 takes	 the	name	
from	a	Saudi	Arabian	fisherman	who	moved	here	
to	 start	 trading	 in	 this	 region.	When	 the	 British	
founded	Port	Sudan,	in	the	1900’s	the	old	port	in	
the	North	lost	its	importance.		
	
Here	we	board	our	boat	-	welcome	drink	and	let	
the	sea	adventure	begin.	
The	cars	will	return	to	Khartoum	

 
B. L. D. 
 

 
M/Y Elegante 

 

 
 



 
Day / Date 

 
Itinerary 

 
Meal Plan 
(B, L, D) 

  
 

Accommodation 
  

Day 10: March 24 

 

Begin	the	cruise:	Mohammed	Qol	–	Mesherifa	
Island	–Mayetib	Island	
The	 Red	 Sea	 warm	 waters	 and	 comparative	
isolation	have	resulted	in	a	spectacular	array	of	
marine	 fauna.	 Soft	 and	 stony	 corals	 thrive	 to	
produce	 a	 wondrous	 reef,	 providing	 home	 to	
innumerable	 crustaceans,	 mollusks,	
echinoderms	and	fish.	Along	the	Sudanese	cost,	
water	temperature	average	27-28°C.	This	is	hot	
enough	 to	 reduce	 the	 planktonic	 and	 algal	
blooms	that	are	so	common	further	north.	As	a	
result	the	sea	is	generally	clear	with	visibility	of	
up	 to	 30	 m	 depth.	Mesharifa	 Island	 is	 only	 4	
miles	out	of	 the	Red	Sea	coast	and	 this	will	be	
our	first	opportunity	to	swim	in	the	crystal	clear	
waters.	We	reach	Mayetib	Island,	called	“island	
of	 the	 snakes,”	 where	 an	 endemic	 species	 of	
snakes,	 not	 poisonous,	 live.	 Here	 we	 enjoy	 a	
sandy	beach	and	snorkeling	along	the	reef.	

 
B. L. D. 
Meals on 
board 

On board 
 

 

Day 11: March 25 

 

Cruise:	Marsherifa	Island	-	Inkeifal	Khor	

Where	the	mountain	meets	the	Red	Sea	

Khor	 is	 the	 Arabic	 word	 for	 natural	 fiord	 and	
there	 are	 a	 few	 of	 them	 in	 this	 area.	 This	 is	
quite	different	from	other	beaches	and	lagoons	
we	have	seen	thus	far.	Inkeifal	Khor	consists	f	to	
lagoons	 with	 white	 sand	 beaches	 with	 crystal	
water.	We	can	enjoy	walks	with	 ice	views	over	
the	 desert	 as	 well	 as	 the	 sea.	 In	 the	 shallow	
waters	there	are	mangrove	trees.	

 
B. L. D. 
 
Meals on 
board 

	
On	board	

 

 

Day 12: March 26 

 

 

Cruise:	Taila	Islands	
After	cruising	for	15	miles	out	of	Shambaya	we	
reach	 Taila	 Islands.	 These	 are	 3	 small	 islands	
with	white-pinkish	sandy	beaches.	The	first	two	
are	connected	by	a	 sandy	 isthmus	on	 low	 tide,	
while	the	third	 island	is	further	east.	 It	appears	
green	with	acacia	trees	where	ospreys	nest.	On	
this	 island	 we	 may	 also	 find	 coquina	 clams	
which	will	be	a	great	addition	to	our	pasta	dish	
prepared	by	the	cook	on	board!			

	

B. L. D. 
 
Meals on 
board 

On	board	
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Day 13: March 27 

 

 

Cruise:	Gurna	Reef	
This	 morning	 we	 move	 to	 Gurna	 Reef,	 a	
wonderful	 reef	 that	 reaches	 the	 surface	 of	 the	
water	 revealing	 corals	 and	 fish.	 We	 then	 reach	
Sha’ab	Rumi.	The	reef	here	is	considered	one	of	
the	best	in	the	world.	A	lagoon	behind	the	reef	
contains	 the	 remnants	 of	 Jaques	 Cousteau’s	
Conshelf	 2,	 where	 the	 famous	 oceanographer	
created	an	environment	in	which	men	could	live	
and	work	on	 the	bottom	of	 the	 sea.	 Possibility	
of	snorkeling.	

	

 
B. L. D. 
 
Meals on 
board 

	
On board 

	

	

Day 14: March 28 

 

 

Cruise:	Sha’ab	Rumi	–	Sanganeb	Lighthouse	
We	 then	 reach	 the	 beautiful	 Sanganeb	
lighthouse.	 From	 its	 top,	 we	 can	 enjoy	
breathtaking	 views	 of	 the	 surrounding	 area.	
Sanganeb	 reef	 has	 been	 declared	 World	
UNESCO	site	in	July	2016.	

B. L. D. 
 
Meals on 
board 

	
On	board	

	

	

Day 15: March 29 
 

 

Cruise:	Umbria	shipwreck	–	Port	Sudan	-	Suakin	
On	 the	 way	 to	 Port	 Sudan	 we	 stop	 at	 the	
Wingate	 Reef	 where	 the	 Italian	 ship	 “Umbria”	
sank	 in	1940	and	 lies	on	 its	side	at	a	maximum	
depth	 of	 36m.	 The	 shallowest	 point	 can	 be	
explored	by	the	snorkelers.		
	
In	 the	 afternoon	 we	 arrive	 in	 Port	 Sudan	 and	
with	a	minibus	we	drive	 to	 the	ancient	port	of	
Suakin.	In	its	glorious	past	it	was	known	as	“the	
Red	 Sea	Pearl,”	 now	 it’s	 a	 ghost	 town	 recently	
being	 restored.	 The	 modern	 port	 of	 Suakin	 is	
now	used	for	the	Pilgrimage	to	Saudi	Arabia.	In	
the	late	afternoon	return	to	Port	Sudan	and	our	
boat.			

	

B. L .D. 
 
Meals on 
board 

On	board	
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Day 16: March 30 

 

Port	Sudan	–	Khartoum	-	departure	
Today	 we	 say	 good	 bye	 to	 the	 boat	 and	 the	
crew.		
	
In	the	afternoon	we	fly	to	Khartoum	with	a	local	
airlines	 (Nova	 Air	 or	 similar,	 dep	 1730,	 arrive	
2020	 (schedule	 subject	 to	 change)	 –	 please	 be	
aware	that	all	the	domestic	flying	companies	are	
black	listed).	If	you	have	a	late	night	flight	remain	
at	 the	 airport.	 If	 you	 have	 an	 early	 am	 flight,	
transfer	 to	 hotel	 for	 day	 room	 use.	 Late	 in	 the	
evening	transfer	to	the	airport.	Or	you	may	need	
to	 overnight	 and	 schedule	 your	 departure	 flight	
for	next	day.	

	
		
	

 
B. L  
 
Breakfast on 
board 

 

 
 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
 
KHARTOUM: Grand Holiday Villa Hotel, 4* Formerly known as the Grand Hotel, the colonial style hotel was constructed in 
the late 1800s and housed the office of the famous British Explorer: Thomas Cook. This elegant hotel which overlooks the 
famous Blue Nile River also hosted royal visitors and famous dignitaries including Queen Victoria and Sir Winston Churchill. 
The hotel is centrally located in the heart of Khartoum’s commercial hub. Check in 12 noon; check out 10 am. 
 
MEROE CAMP: The beautiful Meroe Camp, overlooking the renown pyramids of Meroe, features 22 twin bedded tents. Rooms 
are 16sqm and each one of them feature a shady veranda with 2 chairs for reading or simply relaxing overlooking the pyramids. 
Every tent has its own private restroom and shower which is located in a separate hut at the back of the tent. The restaurant has a 
terrace on the top where guests can enjoy the sunset over the pyramids. The camp has a power generator that is working everyday 
from sunset until 10.30 – 11 pm. After that we ensure peace and quietness to the guests. Therefore we recommend each guest to 
bring along a torch or headlamps. Meroe Camp is open from October till the end of April. With this permanent facility, this dry 
region of extraordinary archaeological interest and beautiful landscapes become accessible even to those reluctant to sacrifice 
their comfort.  
http://www.italtoursudan.com/en/our-properties/the-meroe-camp 
 
Wild Camps: For the overnights in wild camp in the desert we supply the following equipment: • Igloo tents (2,20 x 2,20 x 
1,60m) supplied by the manufacturer for three person but used by two or in single (very easy to set up, 3-4 minutes) • Foam 
mattresses 5 cm. thick 2 x 0, 60 m. • Folding chairs with arms and folding tables • Gas lights, thermos for water, plates and all the 
cutlery • A water basin for personal washing • A first aid kit • A cook will be in charge of the meals. Each person is responsible 
of setting up his own tent. The guide and local staff will be glad to offer their help in case of need. Sleeping bag, pillow and 
towels are not provided, however we can arrange to have you rent a sleeping bag. Bring your own towel. 
 
M/Y Elegante 
The	Elegante	boat	is	a	25	ft	schooner	built	in	1995	and	completely	renovated	in	summer	2009.	There	are	7	double	cabins	
with	private	bath	and	shower	and	air	conditioning	for	guests.	It	is	under	Italian	management.	
  
	
2023	PRICE:	$5455	per	person	based	on	min	8	people,	Single	room:	$185	in	Khartoum	&	Nubian	Desert	
Single	room	on	boat:	$850	(possible	only	if	the	boat	is	not	sold	out,	which	it	practically	always	is).	2024	PRICE	TBA	
	



Plus:	flight	Port	Sudan	–	Khartoum	(estimate)	$210;	Plus:	hotel	in	Khartoum	the	last	day	if	needed.	
	
NOTE:	Now	Fly	Dubai	has	a	flight	departing	Port	Sudan,	so	you	may	not	need	to	return	to	Khartoum.	
	
Plus:	Local	Tax	to	be	paid	in	Sudan:	US$275	(approx.)	As	there	are	many	taxes	involved	in	this	itinerary	we	may	need	to	
review	the	tax	prices	and	adjust	after	January	2022.	
	
Extra nights in Khartoum price per room in BB including tax  
Grand	Holiday	Villa	4*:	Twin	Share:	$95	per	person;	Single	room:	$162	
	
Tour Price Includes: 
Airport arrival transfer to the hotel on Day 1 tour date. Other dates, $60 per person. 
-						1	night	Khartoum	at	Holiday	Villa	4*	http://www.holidayvillakhartoum.com/	
-						1	day	use	room	Khartoum	at	Holiday	Villa	
- 1 night in permanent tented camp in Meroe 
- 7 nights on the boat 
- 6 nights wild camp 
- All the camping equipment for the overnights in the desert in FB 
- A cook in charge of the meals  
- Mineral water outside Khartoum during drives and at meals 
- Transport by Toyota Land Cruisers (4 people per car) OR Toyota Hilux (3 people per car) 
- Accompanying Tour Leader  
 
Does not include: Sudan entry visa ($150 at the moment) and visa authorization  ($135 at the moment), photo permit, 
compulsory archaeological sites entry fee + local tax in Port Sudan (260 euro total), video camera permits at the archaeological 
sites (at the moment 20 USD per site per video camera), tips to staff at accommodations, driver and guide, soft drinks, wine and 
spirits (available only on the boat), snorkelling equipment (can be rented & pay locally; we need to know in advance your size), 
sleeping bag (we can arrange for you to rent one in Khartoum), pillow, towel, flight Port Sudan to Khartoum, hotel in Khartoum 
last day if needed, local taxes quoted separately and to be paid in cash in Sudan, personal expenses such as tips, laundry, phone 
calls. 
 

ADDITIONAL FEES TO BE PAID ON ARRIVAL - required to be paid in cash (US dollars, new bills) 

Sudan entry visa ($150 at the moment), pay the custom officer. 
Visa authorization ($135 at the moment) 
Compulsory archaeological fees/photo permits/ Local Taxes  (260 euro at the moment) 
 
VISA 

All nationalities (except Egyptians, over 45 years old) must have a valid tourist visa to enter Sudan, we support/sponsor 
visas ONLY to passengers who are booked on our group tours or private tour and have one of our representatives with them 
throughout their stay in Sudan. 

VISA ON ARRIVAL 
mainly for American - Australian - New Zealand citizens and countries with No Embassies. For this we need to receive a 
scanned copy of the passport (which has to have minimum 6 months validity, 2 free consecutive pages and NO Israel visa or 
stamp) ideally three months before travelling. Our partner in Sudan makes the due procedures for you in Sudan and when 
finished we send you a scan copy of the LANDING PERMIT that you must print out and show when checking in for the 
Khartoum flight. IF YOU FAIL TO PRINT THE LANDING PERMIT, YOU WILL BE DENIED BOARDING THE 
FLIGHT TO KHARTOUM. On arrival you will receive the original and have the visa sticker placed in your passport. 

 
 
 

 


