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Greece: Crete 

 
May 31//Oct 25: Fly to Heraklion  (B,L) 
 
On arrival transfer to hotel for early check-in and breakfast at Olive Green Hotel. 
 
Pick up at 10 am to start the tour including visits to: El Greco museum in Fodele village, the archaeological 
museum in Heraklion and Knossos. 
 
Start with a drive 30 minutes north to the El Grecco Museum Fodele village. The beautiful village of Fodele is 
the birthplace of the famous painter EL GRECO. The village is built in a very green environment and is known 
as a center of traditional textiles and handicrafts.  
 
Afterwards, return to Heraklion to visit the archaeological museum. A stop for lunch. 
Then drive south 10 minutes to Knossos, the ancient capital of the great king Minos. Your guided tour will take 
you through the fantastic ruins of the ancient palace complex, which served as the administrative and religious 
centers for the whole region. The restoration undertaken by Sir Arthur Evans, though criticized by some for its 
modernity, helps the traveler to both visualize the palace as it was and understand its labyrinthine complexity.  



 
Continue about an hour south to visit Skalani and Karteros traditional villages. Return to hotel will be approx. 7 
pm.  Overnight in Heraklion  
 
 
CRETE ROUTE 
 

 
 
Jun 1/Oct 26: Gortys – Festos – Rethymno (B,L) 
 
Depart at 8:30 am and start with a one hour drive to Gortys, an ancient Greek/Roman town where archaeologists 
found judicial laws pertaining marriage, inheritance, adoption, divorce, etc. dating to 500 B.C. written in the 
Cretan Doric language.  
 
Afterwards, travel about 45 minutes through the scenic rolling hills and the countryside across the island of Crete 
to the ancient Palace of Festos. This city was second in importance after Knossos, ruling over the southern 
religion of the island. The Palace is strategically situated high above the Valley of Messara on the top of a hill. It 
was occupied by King Radamanthys, the brother of King Minos. There, the famous Festos Disc was found, a disc 
with hieroglyphic sings of an unknown language stamped with seals on both sides. The central courtyard, the 
complex of living quarters, the theatre will help you to learn more About the Minoan Kingdom.  
 
Next, we drive westward to the beautiful town of Rethymno, one of the most historical and picturesque towns on 
Crete. Although the town is developed, it still preserves the traditional local color and especially the old Venetian 
town with the little narrow streets and the endless shops, as well as the Venetian fortress, bring back memories of 
older times.  
 
Arrival will be about 3:30 pm; at 4:30 pm option for a private cooking lesson with the hotel restaurant chef. And 
enjoy eating your creations afterwards! Extra cost, you must let us know in advance. 
 
Overnight in Rethymnon 
 
Jun 2/Oct 27: Rethymno – Arkadi – Chania (B,L) 
 
Depart at 9 am this morning for a city tour of Rethymno and visit Rethymno fortress. 
 
Afterwards, drive 30 minutes to the very historical Monastery of Arkadi. The Monastery is set in a spectacular 
scenic at the edge of a gorge and represents a symbol of freedom for the Cretans, as a big battle between the 
Turks and the Greeks took place there in 1866 which practically led to the liberation of Crete.  
A stop for lunch along the way. 
 
Continue to drive westward 1 hr 30 min to the picturesque town of Chania, with its Venetian harbor, narrow 
lanes and old buildings from the Venetian and Turkish periods. Arrival will be approx. 3 pm.  



 
The town has many beautiful Neo-classical buildings and a unique covered market in the shape of a cross. Enjoy 
a city tour and visit the Archaeological Museum of Chania.  
 
Overnight in Chania 
 
Jun 3/Oct 28: Chania – Seven villages excursion (B,L) 

Depart at 9 am this morning and drive up to the mountain to visit the 7 Villages of Apokoronas in the East part of 
Chania Region. You will visit traditional villages, taste original Cretan delicacies, view the beautiful nature of 
Crete and be introduced to the traditions of the island.  

You will enjoy a visit to the folklore museum, a live demonstration of knitting technique of “Kopaneli,” a raki 
distillery (the cherished local spirit), a cheese factory – with some cheese tastings off course and a tasting of the 
world famous local olive oil. The experience will conclude with a delicious “meze” (nibbles) lunch. 

Overnight in Chania 
 

Mainland Greece 
 
Jun 4/Oct 29: Fly to Athens (B,D) 
Transfer to airport for flight to Athens Sky Express departing 9:25 am, arrival 10:15 am. (schedule subject to 
change). 
 
On arrival, we transfer to the hotel. At 12 noon, we embark on The "Welcome to Athens" Orientation tour, a two 
hour walking tour of Plaka with a licensed guide. 
 
We shall enjoy a leisurely guided walk through the old quarter of the city to the Plaka neighborhood, perhaps the 
most beautiful area of Athens. Underneath the Acropolis rock, you will walk the picturesque cobbled streets and 
alleys, explore quaint restored buildings, filled with a plethora of distinctive shops and be mesmerized by the 
beauty of the houses with neoclassic colors, the architecture, the well preserved gardens, the elegance and the 
atmosphere of the whole area.   
 
During our walk, we will see some of the most important landmarks of the city, such as Lycicrates Monument, 
the Roman Agora, the Tower of the Winds, Hadrian's Library and Monastiraki Square-- presenting the historical 
timeline of the city.  
 
Ancient Agora was the heart of Ancient Athens, the city’s central square, the place of social and religious 
activities, commerce, outdoor theatrical performances and athletic contests.  
 
At the Agora, we admire the best-preserved Greek classical Temple of Hephaistos marking the old metal 
workers’ district and the reconstructed 2nd c. BC.  Stoa (portico) of Attalos housing the Museum of the Ancient 
Agora, a small but excellently curated museum. The museum displays the most important aspects of civic life 
and the institutions of the Athenian Democracy. Among the exhibits, you will find official state measures, a 
marble allotment device, official jurors identification tags, official bronze ballots, and of course potsherds 
inscribed with names of public leaders for the famous institution known as “ostracism.” 
 
Agora is where Socrates used to walk through, questioning everything that the ordinary people take for granted 
(rather than lecturing students) and discussing with whoever wanted to listen to him as he believed that 
philosophy, deep thinking and learning were best conducted in a social setting. At this same setting, Socrates also 
met his accuser. He was indicted for impiety in 399 BCE after causing a religious crisis, and finally his famous 
trial, apology (self-defense speech) and sentence to death took place. 
 
Of course, throughout the next centuries, the Athenian Agora became the main spot for all types of political and 
philosophical discussions and meetings: the place where the stoics and the epicureans were frequented and were 
the first seeds of Christian faith were spread in Athens via Paul the apostle. 
  
During our “Welcome to Athens” tour we will stop for lunch in Plaka, pay direct. 
We will return to the hotel for a brief rest as we have an exciting evening and late night return. 



 
Departing at 4:30 pm, we embark on a half-day excursion to the majestic Temple of Poseidon (English speaking 
driver).  Immerse yourself in the blue waters of the Aegean Sea, watch the sunset from the majestic Temple of 
Poseidon, and enjoy an utterly beautiful site close to Athens. 
 
We will drive along the impressive coastline of Attica, (1 hr 45 min) a beautiful experience offering amazing 
views. Depending on the weather and mood you may enjoy a swimming stop at the thermal waters of Lake 
Vouliagmeni or to one of the beautiful beaches of eastern Attica region. 
 
Upon reaching Cape Sounio we have plenty of time to explore the Temple of Poseidon site before the magical 
time of the sunset. We then enjoy dinner at Cape Sounio at a restaurant with a view of the Temple.  
 
NOTE: in Jun, we have dinner first as sunset is not until 8:45 pm; in Oct we have earlier sunset and dinner 
afterwards. 
 
The return to the hotel is shorter, 1 hr 15 min taking the highway. Arrival will be approx. 10:30 pm. 
 
Jun 5/Oct 30: Athens Full day tour (B,L) 
Depart at 9 am and visit the Acropolis and Panoramic vehicle tour. 
 
Start with a visit to The Acropolis, the absolute highlight of Athens. It is the landmark that stands out in the city, 
the monument that portrays the great ancient Greek civilization and is considered the universal symbol of 
democracy. The monuments of the Acropolis stand in harmony with their natural setting. These unique 
masterpieces of ancient architecture combine different orders and styles of Classical art in a most innovative 
manner and have influenced art and culture for many centuries. 
Make sure to wear comfortable clothes and shoes (It is quite slippery on the rock). 
 
We walk up to the sacred rock of the Acropolis to be confronted by one of the world’s most important structures 
in history, the Parthenon. Your guide will explain everything about the excellent architecture of the Parthenon as 
well as Dionysus theatre, the temples of Erecthion and Athena Nike, and the Propylaea all located on the 
Acropolis rock.  We visit the Acropolis Museum. 
 
Afterwards, we enjoy lunch at a restaurant with a view of the Acropolis.  
 
After lunch, we embark on a panoramic tour of the city to admire other important landmarks, such as the 
Panathenaic Stadium (view from outside), the Temple of Zeus, Zappeion, the Athens Classical trilogy, the 
Parliament and Changing of the Guards, Syntagma Square, Licabettus Hill. 
 
Panathinaiko Olympic Stadium was built for the first modern Olympics. Admire the architecture of this unique 
marble stadium. 
 
Lycabettus Hill, one of 7 hills of the Greek capital.  Rising up out of the urban skyline of Athens we will enjoy 
panoramic vistas of the city of Athens up to the Piraeus Port. We will take a cable car to the top of the hill. There 
is a café/restaurant on top. Pay direct if you wish to purchase beverages and/or snacks. 
 
We culminate the day at the National Archaeological Museum of Athens, considered one of the greatest 
museums in the world and contains the richest collection of artifacts from Greek antiquity worldwide.  Return to 
the hotel at approx. 6-6:30 pm. 
 
Jun 6/Oct 31: Delphi (B,D) 
Depart from Athens at 8 am and head northwest towards Delphi. Our journey to Delphi takes us through some 
marvelous countryside, up the slopes of Mount Parnassus to Delphi. 
 
Once believed to be the center of the world and the site at which Apollo spoke through his oracle, Delphi is one 
of the most important archaeological sites of Greece. Your guide will explain everything about the functions of 
the oracle and the role it had during the ancient times.  
 
We will reach Delphi at 11:00 am and tour here for 2 hours including The Temple of Apollo, the Castalian 
Spring, the Gymnasium and the Ancient Theatre and the Archeological Museum of Delphi. 
 



A visit to the Archeological Museum of Delphi gives a chance to see up close the famous bronze Charioteer of 
Delphi, Eniochos, the actual stone marking the Centre of the Ancient World and a vast array of statues and 
artifacts. 
 
Check in to our hotel in Arachova, a picturesque mountain village known for their locally produced goods. 
Arrival will be approx. 1:30 pm. Lunch on your own (pay direct) and a little leisure time to stroll in the 
traditional village. 
 
Departing the hotel at 3:30 pm, we drive approx 45 minutes to visit the picturesque seaside town of Galaxidi. We 
will stop for olive oil tasting along the way.  
 
In Galaxidi, we have a short walk with our guide and see the Church of Aghios Nikolaos which boasts an 
exquisite iconostasis dedicated to the church’s namesake, the patron saint of sailors. On the same road, another 
church – that of Aghia Paraskevi, features something rare for a Christian temple: a depiction of the zodiac 
calendar on its marble floor. Then enjoy free time. Stroll by the sea, even some swimming if the weather allows. 
Note: visiting inside the churches cannot be guaranteed in advance. 
 
We’ll depart Galaxidi at 5:30 pm and a short drive to Chrisso Village where we enjoy a dinner of regional 
cuisine at a locally popular tavern with nice views. Located between Galaxidi and Aracova, Chrisso Village, with 
beautiful panoramic views of the Corinthian Gulf and fields of olive trees, is a place few visitors ever venture 
into.  
 
The old houses of Chrisso are neoclassical traditional manors dated from the 19th century. One of the most 
impressive parts of this picturesque village is the old school, an astonishing stone building, designed by the 
famous architect Ernest Chiller. The building has been renovated in order to host the admirable collection of 
traditional costumes, jewelry and ornaments of the area. During your visit, you will also have the chance to see a 
part of the lifelong work of a very passionate local collector, Elias Daradimos.  
 
The name actually dates back to ancient times as it was first mentioned by Homer as a settlement built in the 15th 
or 14th century BC. Chrisso or Krisa as it was called at the time, belonged to the Phocians, an ancient Greek 
ethnic group, that was established in the area of Phocis. The area has maintained the name in modern years and is 
one of the least populated regions of Greece. Krisa was one of the ancient Phocian cities that took part in the 
Trojan Wars and had at different times control of the sanctuary of Apollo in Delphi. There are different accounts 
about what happened to Krisa with minimal historical traces until the Byzantine times in the 4th century AD. The 
area is believed to have been deserted following extensive wars and invasions. 
 
The return drive to Arachova will be 20 minutes, arrival about 7:30 pm. 
 
Overnight in Arachova (Delphi)  
 
Jun 7/Nov 1: Delphi -  Meteora (B,D) 
Depart at 8 am and drive 30 minutes southeast to visit Hosios Loukas an impressive historic walled monastery. It 
is one of the most important monuments of Middle Byzantine architecture and art, and a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.  
 
Next, a brief stop at the site of Thermopylae battlefield where Leonidas and his 300 Spartan warriors fought 
against the thousands of troops of the Persian army for 5 days.  
 
Then we enjoy an off the path and crowds tour. We start with a visit to Agios Stefanos or Roussanou Monastery 
followed by a visit to the oldest standing monument of the area, the Byzantine church of Virgin Mary. Our route 
takes us through the central plains, a rich agricultural land often referred to as the "bread basket" of Greece. 
 
Arrival at Kastraki Village (near Meteora) by 1 pm; check-in to hotel. Lunch on your own (pay direct). 
Pick up at 3:30 pm and embark on a panoramic drive around the Monasteries of Meteora, built upon rocks that 
rise vertically from the plains below. These "Rocks of the Air" are visible for miles around and are crowned with 
old monasteries that cling to their summits.  
 
The afternoon light provides ideal conditions for photography. Making our roadside photo stops today allow us 
to spend more time on the sites tomorrow when we visit the monasteries.  
 



As the sun slowly starts descending we will drive high up on the Meteora rocks to enjoy the most captivating 
sunset views. Up there, sitting on the edges of cliffs you will feel the cool evening breeze as it passes through this 
“out of this world” landscape. 
 
Tonight, we go for dinner in either Kastraki  or Kalambaka village. 
Overnight in Meteora/Kastraki Village. 
 
Jun 8/Nov 2: Monasteries of Meteora (B,L) 
Pick up at 9 am for half day tour of The Meteora. The Meteora is one of the largest and most important 
complexes of Eastern Orthodox monasteries and is second only to Mount Athos. The monasteries are built on 
natural sandstone rock pillars, at the northwestern edge of the Plain of Thessaly. In a region of almost 
inaccessible sandstone peaks, monks settled on these 'columns of the sky' from the 11th century onwards. 
This morning will be dedicated to a thorough exploration of the imposing Meteora rocks and monasteries. 
'Suspended in the air' (the meaning of Meteora in Greek), these monasteries represent a unique artistic 
achievement and are one of the most powerful examples of the architectural transformation of a site into a place 
of retreat, meditation and prayer. 
 
The Metamorphosis (Grand Meteora), built on the highest rock at 613 m (2,030 ft) above sea level. Its striking 
series of frescoes depict the persecution of Christians by the Romans. 
 
Visit 2 main monasteries of Meteora and Theopetra prehistoric cave and discover the natural beauty and the 
cultural heritage of this area. Our guide will take you back to the dark ages and the first hermits and monks 
laying the foundations of what later became the monastic community of Meteora.  
 
Lunch and afterwards, we depart on a 30 minute drive to visit Trikala city. The Prefecture's capital is a beautiful 
city built on the location of ancient Trikki (according to mythology the nymph Trikki was the daughter of 
Pinios). Asklipios, the most important doctor of antiquity, originated from here. The Lithaios River flows 
through the city which is distinguished by historical Monuments, excellent urban planning, spacious squares, 
parks and pedestrian streets.   
 
On arrival, a walking tour starting with the heritage listed traditional neighborhood of Varoussi, known for its 
beautiful narrow alleys and the multi-colored houses of the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. Most of the oldest 
churches of the city are here. We’ll stroll along the banks of the Lithaios River (the river of Lithi = 
“forgetfulness” in mythology), which is a tributary of the Pinios. Ten bridges cross the river, the central one 
made of metal having been constructed by the French in 1886. Then walk up to the well preserved Justinian 
fortress towering above the hill north of the city. On its east side there is the 17th century Clock, the emblem of 
the city, which has suffered destruction and restoration several times. 
 
During our tour of Trikala we visit, time-permitting and pending open hours: 
-  the ruins of the "most ancient and eminent "Asklipion of Trikki", as it was called by Strabo, and its important 
extant Mosaics. 
-The Archaeological Collection, displayed in a building under the fortress (25th of March St. & Machaonos St.). 
-The central square Iroon Polytechniou, with a small lake in the middle. 
-The central pedestrian street, Asklipiou with commercial stores and the most popular coffee shops. At the end of 
the Street there is the impressive City Railway Station, constructed in 1886. 
-The Municipal Folklore museum in a historic building, No. 6 Garivaldi St. 
-The Municipal Gallery and the Municipal Library. 
-The Dorothea School (1875) used as an Exhibition Centre. 
-The Centre of Folk Music exhibiting personal possessions of the famous composers from Trikala, such as 
Tsitsanis, Kaldaras, Virvos and others. 
-The Kliafa Co, Centre for History and Culture. This is a multi-cultural centre that includes the City museum and 
is housed in the old ice factory of the Kliafa Company, a typical industrial building of 1926. 
-The Katsikogianni museum (at Ampelakia square) exhibiting more than 1.000 paintings and 100 sculptures and 
designs. 
-The Matsopoulos Mills (Pylis St, at the exit to Arta), located in a densely wooded area. It was built in 1884 and 
is now a cultural centre with a cinema, theatre, conference halls and event rooms, with a coffee shop. 
 
Return to hotel by 7 pm. Dinner on your own. 
Meteora Tour duration: 4 hours, led by a specialized licensed guide. Trikala city tour with our guide/driver 4 hrs. 
 



Overnight in Meteora/Kastraki Village. 
 
Jun 9/Nov 3: Meteora – Dion and Vergina – Thessaloniki (B,L) 
Depart at 8 am and start your journey to Thessaloniki. The route will take you through Trikala and Larissa, as 
well as the archeological site of Dion. We will arrive in Thessaloniki in the afternoon. 
Arrival in Dion at 11 am, in the northern foothills of Mount Olympus. Dion was the most important sacred city 
of the Macedonians. Brilliant festivals, theatrical and gymnastic competitions were held here while this was the 
place where Alexander the Great sought the aid of the king of the gods before setting out for the East.  Two hour 
guided tour of Dion.  
 
A stop for lunch, then continue to Vergina, arriving approx. 2:30 pm.  Enjoy a guided tour of the museum and the 
royal tomb of King Phillip of Macedon, father of Alexander the Great. You will discover the rare richness of the 
finds of incalculable archaeological and historical importance. This is why the territory of the kings of 
Macedonia, the land of Philip and Alexander, Eurydice and Olympia, were designated a World Heritage Site by 
UNESCO in 1996.  Two hour guided tour of Vergina with specialized guide. 
 
Arrival in Thessaloniki at approx 6 pm. Check-in to hotel and short orientation tour. 
 
Thessaloniki, also known as Thessalonica and historically known as Salonica, is the second-largest city in Greece 
and the capital of the region of Central Macedonia. Its honorific title as "co-capital" stands as a reference to its 
historical status as the "co-reigning" city of the Byzantine Empire alongside Constantinople.  
 
Today the city is renowned for its festivals, events and vibrant cultural life in general, and is considered to be 
Greece's cultural capital. 
 
Built near the sea it is a modern metropolis bearing the marks of its stormy history and its cosmopolitan 
character, which give it a special beauty and charm. Your driver will offer an orientation tour to the city and will 
offer suggestions on dining as Thessaloniki is specifically famous for its culinary goodies. 
Overnight in Thessaloniki. 
 
June 10/Nov 4: Thessaloniki Full Day Tour (B,L) 
Depart at 9 am and enjoy a full-day tour of the city, visiting many of the unique monuments and getting a sense 
of the true glory of its Byzantine past. Thessaloniki since ancient years was the city where East meets with West, 
a crossroad of civilizations! A huge commercial center not only for Greece but for the whole Balkan region, 
Thessaloniki today is not only a beautiful European city but also retains strong sense of history! Contemporary 
buildings, age-old buildings, and of course the numerous Byzantine monuments are blending perfectly and 
creating a friendly environment! 
 
Founded in 315 BC by Cassander of Macedon, Thessaloniki's history spans some 2,300 years. An important 
metropolis by the Roman period, Thessaloniki was the second largest and wealthiest city of the Byzantine 
Empire. Today the city is home to numerous notable Byzantine monuments, including the Paleochristian and 
Byzantine monuments of Thessaloniki, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, as well as several Roman, Ottoman and 
Sephardic Jewish structures. The city's main university, Aristotle University, is the largest in Greece and the 
Balkans. 
 
We will see some of the oldest and most characteristic churches of the Christian World, and of course we visit 
the Museum of Byzantine Culture, awarded the Council of Europe's Museum Prize for the year 2005. 
The historical tour of the city will be accompanied by some delicious tastings, connecting the history of the city 
and the many different people lived here and how they have influenced the local culture.  
 
Our tour starts from the Roman Agora where the heart of Roman Thessaloniki was beating, and continue to the 
hidden local markets, discovering Byzantine, Jewish, Ottoman and contemporary traces. A simple meander along 
Aristotelous and Egnatia streets, allows us to take in the city's main markets, the ancient agora, several small 
churches and Turkish baths, the Alatza mosque, and the city's main church, St. Demetrius. The main attraction 
here is the vibrant and vital city with squares built around churches and Roman palaces, whose harbor side cafes 
and promenades revitalize inhabitants and visitors alike. 
 
On our walk, we will see the White Tower, the city center and the promenade, Aghios Demetrius Byzantine 
church and its crypt; visit the Rotunda monument, Galerius Arch and the remains of the whole Gallerian 
Complex scattered today within the modern city.  



We will allow some time for a stroll in the Ano Poli (Upper City aka Old town), and the former Ottoman Quarter 
(Turkish Quarter), where a large community of Jews also lived. There, you will find many Byzantine churches 
and monasteries as well as the house of Kemal Attaturk, the famous Turkish leader; and enjoy the most 
breathtaking vies to the city of Thessaloniki and Thermaikos Bay. 
 
In the afternoon, visit the splendid Archaeological Museum, another of the city’s important sites.  
Return to hotel at 5 pm. Tour duration: 8 hours.  Overnight in Thessaloniki. 
 
June 11/Nov 5: Depart (B) 
Transfer to airport for flight to Athens and remain at the airport for your flight home. 
 
Price: $7375 based on min 4 people; Single room supplement: $975 
 
Inclusions: 

Accommodations based on availability, with breakfast. 
Heraklion: Olive Green Hotel, in the heart of old town, Popular https://www.olivegreenhotel.com/ 
Rethymno: Avli, Boutique Hotel, superior room http://www.avli.gr/ 
Chania: Belmondo Hotel, along the quay, near the port, standard room https://www.belmondohotel.com/ 
Athens: Herodion Hotel 4* standard room http://www.herodion.gr/en 
Arachova (Delphi:) Hotel Ellion Thea, deluxe room http://www.ellinonthea.com/arachova/ 
Meterora (Kastraki): Dellas Boutique Hotel, meteora view https://dellasboutiquehotel.com/ 
Thessaloniki: Colors Hotel 4*, sea view room http://colors.com.gr/ 
 
Airport transfers on the tour arrival and departure days (extra cost if arriving or departing other days) 
Transport by private Mercedes Vitos 2017/2018 minivan 7 seats or Mercedes Sprinter minibus 12/19 seat 
English speaking driver plus licensed guide 
Eight lunches & three dinners (not including beverages) 
Bottled water, soft drinks and snacks in vehicle during drives and touring. Wifi on the vehicle! 
Disposable ponchos, umbrellas and walking sticks are available if needed 
Entrance Fees 
Flight: Chania-Athens and Thessaloniki-Athens 
 
Does Not Include: international flight, flight Chania-Athens, tips to drivers, guides, hotel porters, meals other 
than listed. 


