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North Pakistan: Heritage Sites & Hunza Valley 
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Pakistan	is	the	site	of	some	of	the	earliest	human	settlements,	home	to	an	ancient	civilization	rivaling	
those	of	Egypt	and	Mesopotamia,	and	the	crucible	of	two	of	the	world's	major	religions,	Hinduism	
and	Buddhism,	both	of	which	have	their	roots	in	the	subcontinent.	We	shall	visit	several	UNESCO	
World	Heritage	sites	in	Islamabad	and	Peshawar	before	heading	into	the	mountains.	

The	much	renowned	Hunza	valley	is	often	referred	to	as	heaven	on	earth,	enveloped	in	the	grand	
Himalayas	and	the	Karakoram	mountain	ranges.	The	villages	are	incredibly	isolated	and	built	into	the	
cliff	side;	some	villages	are	more	than	1,000	years	old.	We	enjoy	wonderful	friendly	interaction	with	
various	ethnic	peoples	we	encounter	in	several	villages.		
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Ap 24 Day 1 Arrival in Islamabad QR 632, 1:05 am/ Hotel Pearl Continental (B,L,D) 
 
On arrival transfer to hotel for immediate check in.   

We will gather in the lobby at 12:30 pm to meet our guide and go for lunch at a local restaurant. 
 
After lunch, we enjoy a leisurely drive north of Islamabad city taking in the views from the lush scenic 
peaks in Margalla Hills National Park. The park includes the Margalla Hills, which form's the foothills of 
the Himalayas, along with Shakarparian Park and Rawal Lake. We will stop at the mid-level park viewing 
platform.  
 
At about 430 pm we meet the group arriving from South Pakistan who will continue with you on the North 
Pakistan tour. 
 

v Faisal Mosque 
Renowned Turkish architect Vedat Dalokay designed this beautiful mosque of unconventional design. 
Without a typical dome, the mosque is shaped like a Bedouin tent, surrounded by four 260 feet (79 m) tall 
minarets. The design features eight-sided shell shaped sloping roofs forming a triangular 40 metres high 
worship hall which can hold 10,000 worshippers. It is the 5th largest mosque in the world and largest in 
South Asia. Spread over 1,89,705 sq. meters, it is located at the northern most end of the city at the foot of 
Margalla Hills, the westernmost foothills of the Himalayas. It is situated against a picturesque backdrop of 
the national park. 

v Daman-ekoh viewpoint: you can see the twin cities of Rawl Pindi/Islamabad.  
 

Dinner at a local restaurant. 
 
Ap 25 Day 2 Islamabad-Taxila-Peshawar /Hotel Pearl Continental (B,L) 
 
Depart at 7 am this morning, drive approx. 45 min to Taxila and visit world heritage archeological sites: 

v Dharmarajika Stupa, 2nd c. CE (World Heritage) 
v Sirkup Archaeological site, approx. 180 BC (World Heritage) 
v Jaulian Buddhist Monastery ruins, 2nd c. BC (World Heritage) 
v Taxila Museum 

 
Have lunch at a local restaurant, 12-1 pm. 
 
Afterwards, continue the drive, approx. 2 hrs to Peshawar, located in a beautiful valley in the Hindukush 
Range of Mountains. It has always been a very important route for many invaders to Southeast Asia, 
including Alexander the Great, Scythians, Ghengis Khan and numerous others.   
 
We plan to arrive by 3:30 pm, latest to be able to visit Peshawar Museum before it closes at 5 pm. 
 
Afternoon tour Peshawar including: 

v Peshawar Museum 
v Qissa Khowani Bazaar 
v Mohabat Ali Khan Mosque, located inside the bazaar 

 
Transfer to hotel. Suggest dinner at the famous Namal Mandi (pay direct). 

 
Ap 26 Day 3 Peshawar – Chitral (Ayun Village) / Hotel Ayun Fort (B,L) 
 



Depart at 8 am for the 7.5 hr drive to Chittral, located in a beautiful valley in the Hindukush Range of 
Mountains. It has always been a very important route for many invaders to Southeast Asia, including 
Alexander the Great, Scythians, Ghengis Khan and numerous others. Chittral is a small town with one 
single street bazaar. We stop in a few villages along the way. 
 
Lunch en-route. Evening at leisure. 
 
Ap 27 Day 4 Day Excursion to Kalash Villages / Hotel Ayun Fort (B,L) 
 
Depart early this morning to visit Kalash villages. 

Drive along the Chitral Dir road 2-2.5 hrs to Bamburate, the largest village of Kalash the most colorful 
tribe of Hindukush.  After some time exploring this village, continue 30 minutes further to Birir Village-a 
traditional village untouched by tourism or commercialization (no hotels, restaurants or shops). 

Packed lunch. 

On the way back to hotel we stop in Rumboor Village and visit the museum and ancient graveyard known 
as Trukal. 

Return to our hotel for overnight 
 
Ap 28 Day 5 Chitral - Shandur Pass - Phander /Hotel Blossom Inn (B,L) 
Depart at 7 am for the 7 hour drive to Phander through some of the remote mountain villages to Shandur 
Pass (12000 feet). Spend some time at villages along the way.   
 
Packed lunch.  Overnight in Phander (basic hotel) 
 
Ap 29 Day 6 Phander -  Gilgit  / Hotel Serena Lodge (B,L) 
Early departure, 7 am, for the five hour drive to Gilgit. Lunch on the way at Khalti Lake View Hotel. 
We stop at mountain villages along the way. 
 
The Hunza (Burushaski: ہنزه, Urdue ہنزه) is a mountainous valley in the Gilgit–Baltistan region of Pakistan. 
The Hunza is situated north/west of the Hunza River at an elevation of around 2,500 metres (8,200 ft). The 
territory of Hunza is about 7,900 square kilometres (3,100 sq mi). Aliabad is the main town, while Altit 
village is the popular destination for visitors because of its spectacular scenery of surrounding mountains. 
 
Ap 30 Day 7 Gilgit-Karimabad (Hunza Valley) / Hotel Roomy Daastaan (B,L) 
We depart at 9 am, begin the 3 hour drive to Karimabad (not counting stops for sightseeing). 
 
En-route to Karimabad short stops at: 

v Danyoor Suspension Bridge. 
v Old Silk Route. 

 
Enjoy hot lunch at panoramic view point of Rakaposhi 7788m. Spend some time at view point or short hike 
up to glacier.  
 
On arrival in Karimabad (approx 5 pm), transfer to hotel. 
 
May 1 Day 8 Karimabad  (Hunza Valley) / Hotel Roomy Daastaan (B,L) 
 
Karimabad (Urdu: آباد كریم) is the capital of Hunza in Gilgit-Baltistan, northern Pakistan. Karimabad is also 
known as Baltit.  
 
Today is a full day of exploring the surroundings of Karimabad village. Places to visit: 
 

v Walking tour along water channel. 



v Free time in Karimabad Bazaar  
v Baltit Fort 
v Altit village, Fort and old settlement 

 
Then drive to Duikar, 5 kilometers from Altit village, to a charming hamlet above Altit village, to enjoy 
sunset descending on the Hunza Valley & also specially on Rakaposhi, Ladi Finger, Ultar, Golden Peak, 
Diran Peak, and Sumayair Peak. 
 
Return to Karimabad for overnight. 
 
May 2 Day 9 Karimabad-Gilgit/ Serena Hotel Gilgit (B,D) 
This morning drive 3 hours back to Gilgit and check in to hotel. Lunch on your own at the hotel restaurant 
(pay direct). 
 
Afternoon, visit sacred rock carving at Ganesh Village, Kargha Buddha, Gilgit Bazaar and a short hike 
towards Kargah Nallah with magnificent views of Gilgit city and Rakaposhi. 
 
Dinner at a traditional restaurant. 
 
May 3 Day 10 Gilgit – Skardu – Shigar Village / Hotel Serena Shigar Fort (B,L) 
 
Today drive 4 hours to Skardu, capital of Baltistan. The city is perched 2,438 meters above sea level with 
the backdrop of the great peaks of the Karakuram. Balti people are a mixture of Tibetan and Caucasian 
stock and speak Balti, an ancient form of Tibetan. Due to the similarity of its culture, lifestyle and 
architecture with Tibet, Baltistan is also known as the "Tibet-e-Khurd" (Little Tibet).  

Lunch at PTDC Motel Astak or local restaurant in Skardu bazaar, continue 1 hour to Shigar village and 
transfer to hotel.  

Shigar village was once a kingdom of Amacha. It is one of the three valleys around Skardu – but the 
prettiest. 

This afternoon visit the village including:  

Shigar Palace with its lovely cherry gardens, a pagoda with fresh water channels and visitor galleries for 
lessons on history and heritage. 

Shigar Amburik Mosque, oldest in the region with Kashmiri woodwork, Persian symbols and Tibetan 
influences. 

Relax and enjoy the ambiance and services of the lovely historic hotel. 

May 4 Day 11 Shigar Village – Shardu - Islamabad/ Hotel Pearl Continental (B,L) 
Depart at 6 am driving 45 minutes to Skardu to take the flight to Islamabad, PK 452, dep 9 am, arrives 10 
am. On arrival check into the hotel. At about 12 noon depart for lunch at a local restaurant.  
 
This afternoon tour Islamabad. Sites to visit include: 
 

v Lok Virsa Folk Heritage Museum https://lokvirsa.org.pk/heritage-museum/ 
Located also on the Shakarparian Hills, it was renamed Pakistan National Museum of Ethnology in 2004. 
Presents history and living traditions from the mainstream and remote regions of the country. The museum 
consists of several buildings as well as an outdoor museum. Covering an area of 60,000 sq. ft, it features 
several exhibit halls making it the largest museum in Pakistan. 

Five minute walk to Pakistan Monument and Museum. 

v Pakistan Peoples Monument and Museum 



A national monument and heritage museum located on the western Shakarparian Hills. It was constructed 
to symbolize the unity of the Pakistani people. Rather than symbolizing the four provinces (as is mistakenly 
assumed), the four large petals represent the four different cultures of the people of Pakistan: Punjabi, 
Balochi, Sindhi and Pakhtun. The three smaller petals represent: the Minorities: Azad Kashmir and Gilgit 
Baltistan. The star of the flag in the monument is designed in shiny black granite with golden stars, which 
represent the people who sacrificed their life for Pakistan. The moon crescent is made from stainless steel 
with inspirational writings of Quaid-e-Azam, Mohammed Ali Jinnah and Allama Iqbal. The petals are built 
of granite (projecting in a suspended cantilever form, among the largest in Asia) and its inner walls are 
covered with artwork depicting the various landmarks of the Pakistan. Its’ elevation makes it visible from 
across the metropolitan area of Islamabad-Rawalpindi. Covering a total area of 2.8 hectares (6.9 acres), the 
design of the monument is rooted in the rich Mughal architecture of the subcontinent. The petal shaped 
structure is derived from the traditional muqarnas. 

Connecting to the Peoples Monument by a large piazza, known as the Freedom Plaza, is the Pakistan 
Monument Museum which narrates the history and tells the story of the creation of Pakistan. These two 
structures are connected. Though the name of the architect–Arif Masoud–is inscribed in stone in the main 
Dedication Plaque located at the beginning of the main plaza–he has honored all construction workers by 
placing their hand impressions all along the long walls flanking this Freedom Plaza on both the sides. At 
the farthest end is a viewing platform which gives a birds-eye view of Islamabad city. 

v Shakarpariyian Hills National Park 
Its terraced garden offers pleasant and sweeping vistas of Margalla and Murree hills, Rawal Lake, 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad. There is corner where many plants are located that were planted by foreign 
Head of States. The old Gakhars (Rajput clan) tribe leaders settled here before Indo-Pak partition in 1947. 
Later the clan was relocated to create a park for the new federal capital of the country in 1960-61. 

v Dinner at Rawal Lake 
 
May 5 Day 12 Depart 
Transfer to the airport. Most flights depart in early morning, if you book a late night flight depart day prior 
to avoid extra hotel charge and separate transfer. 

PRICE: $4130 per person based on min 6 people; Single Room Supplement: $975 

Includes: 
Accommodation with meals as listed: 
Islamabad: Pearl Continental Hotel https://www.pchotels.com/ 
Peshawar, Hotel Pearl Continental https://www.pchotels.com/pcpeshawar 
Chitral: Hotel Ayun Fort http://ayunfortinn.com/ 
Phander, Hotel Blossom Inn https://ghizerblossominn.com/ 
Gilgit, Serena Hotel https://www.serenahotels.com/serenagilgit/en/default.html 
Karimabad, Hotel Roomy Daastaan: https://roomy.pk/#/property-detail/12? 
Shegar Village, Serena Shigar Fort https://www.serenahotels.com/serenashigarf/en/default.html 
Islamabad: Pearl Continental Hotel https://www.pchotels.com/ 
 
Meals: Breakfast at hotel, 11 lunches, 1 dinner in Gilgit, 2 dinners in Islamabad in local restaurants 
All arrival, departure transfers & land transport in Toyota Hiace (12 seats) or Coaster depending on group 
size & jeeps to Kalash Valley 
Air ticket Shardu-Islamabad 
Professional Accompanying guide in Pakistan throughout the tour 
Professional driver in Pakistan 
Monument Entrance Fees 
Pakistan taxes 
 
Does Not Include: International flight, travel insurance, visa fees, tips, portage, meals other than 



mentioned, camera fees, expenditure of personal nature such as laundry, telephone calls, drinks 

NOTES 

Getting There: Qatar Airlines has best schedules.  It arrives early am, just past midnight so we have 
included immediate check in on arrival. For the departure, there are 2 options: one departs at 9:20 pm and 
the other at 3:45 am. If you select the 9:20 pm flight we suggest you book it for the day prior, May 10. 
Otherwise you will have an extra hotel cost if you wish to keep your room until departure, a separate 
departure transfer to airport and a full day in Islamabad. You are free to purchase any flight you wish. This 
is merely a suggestion. 

Weather: We’ve chosen the best dates to be able to visit both the south and the north in one trip. 
Temperatures in the south in late April in Islamabad will range from 84-86 oF during the day and evenings 
60-64 oF.  In Peshawar 75-85 oF during the day and evenings 60-64 oF.  In Gilgit, average temperature is 75-
82oF during the day and 45-50 oF evenings. In the Hunza Valley temperatures will range from 60-68oF 
during the day and 43-55 oF.  Heaters are available in all hotels. 

Hotels: We have selected best available in Hunza Valley. These are basic. 
There are steep and/or uneven steps with no railings at Buddhist heritage sites, all forts and lack of 
elevators at hotels in the north. 
Most roadside restrooms do not have toilet paper. Bring some from the hotel when you leave in the 
morning. 

Drive times are estimates and do not include the time spent for bathroom, lunch and sightseeing stops along 
the way. 


